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Nearly 20 years ago, the land on which I stood was locked in 

the longest tenured real estate litigation in Cuyahoga County. 

Encumbered by IRS liens and lawsuits, it was destined for the 

bulldozer. And yet Western Reserve Land Conservancy stepped 

up and raised millions of dollars over a nearly ten-year period  

to both preserve this land and create a new public park. 

Today, no one remembers the litigation or the liens. No one 

remembers how hard it was for us to raise the funds. The sleepless 

nights. The arguments. The stress and strain. What we know is 

that both now and forever, this will be a place that nurtures all  

living things.

Each year the Land Conservancy pauses to reflect with gratitude 

on the work we have accomplished together. We are reminded 

that conservation and urban revitalization are, at their core, about 

people… the people whose love for our region fuels everything 

we do. Fiscal Year 2025 was filled with moments that affirmed the 

power of partnership and the shared belief that our land, water, 

and communities are treasures worthy of preservation  

and renewal.

Because of you, the places that define the character of our 

region are being restored and cared for with intention. Beautiful 

and healthy places give rise to thriving communities of people. 

Families discover new connections to nature, children explore 

healthy green spaces close to home, and farmers and foresters 

provide for all of us by working their land with productive 

stewardship. These outcomes are not accidental; they are the 

result of a community united by purpose and inspired by the 

beauty and resilience of the places we cherish.

This year also marks an important moment in our leadership.  

We extend our heartfelt appreciation to Craig Owen White,  

who concludes his distinguished service as Chair of our Board  

of Trustees. Craig’s steadfast leadership, strategic insight,  

and deep commitment to conservation strengthened the Land 

Conservancy in countless ways. His service inspired us all, and 

we are profoundly better positioned for the future because of  

his guidance.

We are delighted to welcome Nancy Rubin as our incoming Board 

Chair. Nancy brings exceptional experience, a collaborative spirit, 

and a long-standing dedication to our mission. We look forward 

with enthusiasm to her leadership as we continue to expand our 

impact across the region.

This report captures only a glimpse of what your generosity 

makes possible. Behind every map, every photo, and every 

milestone are stories of collaboration, hope, and shared 

purpose—stories of people choosing to invest in the land and  

in one another. We remain deeply grateful for your belief in this 

work and for the trust you place in us to carry it forward.

As we look ahead, we do so with optimism and an abiding resolve. 

Together, we will continue to protect and revitalize the places that 

make Ohio extraordinary, ensuring that future generations inherit 

a landscape that is even more vibrant, healthy, and full of life than 

the one we enjoy today.

DEAR FRIENDS,
In early November, I was walking through the woods near our headquarters.  

The light was magical. It was a sunny day. Cool. Cirrus clouds were painted on an azure sky.  
The leaves were red, brown, green, and yellow, seemingly in every shade imaginable.  

They crunched, satisfyingly, as I walked. The aroma of nature and autumn, paradoxically both earthy  
and crisp, filled my heart. I paused. Looked up through the almost leafless canopy. It was breathtaking.  

PEACE. HOPE. WHOLENESS. GRATITUDE.  
All of our greatest emotions washed through me. Gently. Completely. 

With sincere gratitude,
 
 
 
RICH COCHRAN  |  President & CEO
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Statement of Financial Position June 30, 2025 and 2024

ASSETS

Cash and Cash Equivalents	

Investments in Marketable Securities	

Pledges Receivable	

Accounts Receivable	

Notes Receivable	

Conservation Property	

Property and Equipment	

Other Assets

TOTAL ASSETS

2025

$13,270,117 

9,192,590 

1,781,576 

18,574 

12,000 

10,538,223 

4,717,397 

528,294  

 $40,058,771 

2024

$15,242,382

989,771 

2,157,944 

86,916 

66,693 

6,243,114 

10,630,928 

10,212

 $35,427,960 

LIABILITIES	

Loans Payable	  

Accounts Payable	

Accrued Expenses	

TOTAL LIABILITIES

2,000,000 

486,336 

1,253,221  

 $3,739,557 

15,800,000 

268,362 

1,359,086   

$7,427,448 

NET ASSETS		

Without Donor Restrictions	

With Donor Restrictions		

TOTAL NET ASSETS	

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS		

25,615,798 

10,703,416  

  $36,319,214 

 $40,058,771

21,581,235 

6,419,277  

 $28,000,512 

$35,427,960

Statement of Revenue and Expenses July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025

REVENUE

Transfer of Conservation Lands

Other Program Revenue

LP Program Revenue
Individual Donations

Foundation Grants

Corporate Donations

Events Net Revenue

Philanthropic Revenue
Interest & Investment Revenue

TOTAL REVENUE	

2025

$7,090,805

17,203,981 

$24,294,786 
5,885,387

1,678,472

279,653

265,748

$8,109,260
1,014,860

$33,418,906

2024

$8,021,975

14,370,981

 $22,392,956
4,333,611

1,640,806

174,510

174,701

$6,323,628
937,817

$29,654,401

EXPENSE

Program

Fundraising

Management and General

OPERATING EXPENSE	
Depreciation

REVENUE OVER (UNDER) EXPENSES

$23,385,073

737,608

551,335

$24,674,016
426,188

$8,318,702

$23,833,407

785,991

594,697

$25,214,095
328,683

$4,111,623
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Our Mission

To provide the people  
of our region with  
essential natural assets 
through land conservation 
and restoration.

Our Vision

Thriving, prosperous 
communities nourished 
by vibrant natural lands, 
working farms, and 
healthy cities.
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Our Values

Dedication to People
While our holistic mission speaks of natural 
assets, everything we do, everything we 
are, and everything we seek is meant to 
authentically benefit people and to co-create  
a healthy environment in which people, land, 
and communities will thrive now and forever.

Integrity
Our strong and unwavering adherence to 
moral and ethical principles and values guides 
how we deal externally with stakeholders and 
communities we serve, and internally how we 
deal with each other.

Collaboration
We aggregate the individual strengths of 
our team and external partners to create a 
collective and highly cooperative capacity  
to achieve our mission and vision.

Innovation
We believe that each person, and the Land 
Conservancy as an enterprise, is always 
learning, continuously improving, and 
creatively looking for new and better  
ways to serve the communities in which  
we operate.

Gratitude  
We cultivate a daily awareness of all that we  
are provided with appreciation and humility.

Our Approach

Western Reserve Land Conservancy is unique in our holistic 
roadmap to conservation. Three distinctive pillars define our 
work: Natural Land Conservation, Farmland Conservation, and 
Urban Conservation. While these guiding forces drive different 
components of our organization, they all work together to 
advance our mission and ensure that everyone in our region 
benefits from its natural assets. 

Throughout this annual report, you’ll learn more about the 
diverse programming that fulfills each of these three driving 
forces of our work. From nature preserves to working farms to 
city streets, the Land Conservancy is dedicated to providing 
positive outcomes for the communities we serve.

NATURAL LAND CONSERVATION 
With rich natural resources, including our Great Lake, unique 
geologic landscapes, and vast, mature forests, our region’s 
natural spaces provide tremendous value. By working with 
private landowners, park systems, government agencies, and 
more, we permanently protect properties with conservation 
easements to ensure they will forever benefit the people of  
our region.  

FARM CONSERVATION
Our region’s working farms are cherished for their beauty, the 
life-giving food they produce, and the traditions they uphold—
but as communities face development, farmland is often lost. 
By placing conservation easements on working farms, we 
are able to safeguard Ohio’s prime farmland soils and rich 
agricultural heritage for generations to come.  

URBAN CONSERVATION
In 2011, the Land Conservancy founded Thriving Communities, 
a program designed to revitalize vacant and abandoned 
properties in Cleveland. Working in historically marginalized 
urban neighborhoods with local partners, the program 
repurposes and revitalizes urban spaces for positive 
community use.   
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Our Impact

77,944
Acres Conserved

962
Properties Protected

38,529
Acres of Agricultural  
Land Conserved

240
Parks and Preserves Created

34
Counties Served

23
 Major Watersheds Worked In

613
Property Owners

As of June 30, 2025



6



7

YOUR FY25 GIFTS IN ACTION

3,667 Acres Protected

322 Volunteers

27 Properties Conserved

39 In-Person Educational Programs

9 Virtual Education Programs

908 Trees Planted & Given Away

41 Celebrations & Events

12 New Parks & Preserves
DJ Glisson II, Firefly Imageworks
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Our Land Protection team partners with landowners,  
communities, government agencies, park systems,  
and fellow non-profit organizations to permanently  
conserve vibrant natural areas and productive farmland.  
By safeguarding these lands, the Land Conservancy  
protects biodiversity, helps mitigate the effects of  
climate change, strengthens Ohio’s agricultural economy,  
and shields private properties from development while 
keeping them in family ownership.  
 

The landowners we work with come from all kinds of  
backgrounds, reflecting the vast diversity of the region  
we serve. Yet, they all have one thing in common:  
a deep love of their land. We honor these families and  
thank them for the gift they give to future generations.

Over the course of the 2025 fiscal year, our Land Protection 
team worked to protect 27 properties encompassing over 
3,667 acres. The following projects are just a few of this 
year's conservation wins.

Land Protection
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Shelly  
Preserve

In partnership with the Portage Park District, Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy reached a significant 
conservation milestone in February 2025 with the 
permanent protection of the 550-acre Shelly Preserve in 
Portage County. Once a sand and gravel mine operated 
by the Shelly Company, the property now includes a 
remarkable mix of reclaimed land and approximately 107 
acres of undisturbed natural habitat. Its diverse landscapes 
include open meadows, upland forest, and about 90 acres 
of emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands—46 acres of 
which are classified as high-quality Category 3 wetlands. 
The preserve also features two large lakes, several smaller 
ponds, and approximately 970 linear feet of streams, 
providing vital terrestrial and aquatic habitat for a range of 
species, including the State Endangered Tri-colored Bat 
(Perimyotis subflavus) and the State Species of Concern, 
the meadow-loving Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus).

Looking ahead, Portage Park District plans to open the 
preserve as a public park for low-impact recreation.  
The Land Conservancy is supporting the Park District  
 
 

and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in restoring 180  
acres of former agricultural and mined land to vibrant 
prairie pollinator habitat. The work includes removing 
woody invasive species, such as autumn olive, and 
planting a diverse mix of native wildflowers and grasses. 
Once restoration is complete, the Park District plans to 
enhance the trail system, add park amenities, and expand 
opportunities for fishing and boating on the lakes.

This project was made possible through funding from 
the Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program and 
the North American Wetland Conservation Act, along 
with generous support from the Portage Park District 
Foundation and the Apex Clean Energy Conservation 
Grant in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife  
Service – Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. Thanks  
to this collaboration, essential natural resources have been 
permanently protected, ensuring lasting environmental 
benefits and outdoor enjoyment for generations to come.
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The Art of Caring Award was created to celebrate 
members of our White Oak Society whose philanthropy, 
friendship, and commitment to conservation embody  
the very best of our mission. In FY2025, for the first time  
in our history, the award was presented posthumously— 
to a remarkable young woman whose spirit, wisdom,  
and love for the natural world continue to inspire all who 
knew her.

At the October 2024 Stewards Event, Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy honored the life and legacy of Skylar 
Raine Schambs, whose passion for conservation shone 
brightly from a young age. Though she left this world far 
too soon on December 3, 2023, Skylar’s impact endures 
through the people she touched and the causes  
she championed.

Skylar was born in Cleveland in the 1990s, and even 
as a child, her connection to nature was unmistakable. 
Her mother, Faith Pescatore, served as one of the early 
trustees of the Chagrin River Land Conservancy, and 
many of us remember Skylar as a little girl who loved all 
living things. She explored creeks with boundless curiosity, 
delighted in discovering creatures, and instinctively sought 
out the beauty and wonder of the outdoors.

As she grew, so did her commitment to conservation. 
Skylar understood, intuitively and profoundly, the 
importance of protecting land and wildlife—and of 
nurturing a deep appreciation for nature in others.

After graduating from Gilmour Academy and earning a 
degree in psychology from the University of Colorado 
Boulder, Skylar made Colorado her home. There, her love 
of the outdoors fully flourished. She hiked mountain trails, 
mined for crystals, and soaked in natural hot springs.  
Her adventurous spirit knew no limits—she even earned  
her Class A skydiving license, embracing the thrill of freefall 
with the same passion and presence she brought to 
everything she did.

Skylar was also a thoughtful student of philosophy. Wise 
beyond her years, she cultivated a deep understanding 
of life and its complexities. She lived fully in the present—
drawn to experiences that were joyful, daring, and 
profoundly alive.

Her passing left a deep void in the lives of those who  
loved her, and in the community that benefited from her 
generous spirit. 

To honor Skylar’s memory—and the generosity of her 
mother, Faith Pescatore—we established the Skylar Raine 
Schambs Conservation Fund, a revolving fund already 
supporting three significant conservation projects. Through 
this fund, Skylar’s passion for nature will continue to protect 
the landscapes she cherished.

Both Skylar and the loving family who carry her spirit 
forward embody the true essence of the Art of Caring  
with passion, generosity, and an enduring bond with the 
natural world.

Honoring the Life & Legacy of Skylar Raine Schambs:   
A POSTHUMOUS ART OF CARING AWARD

Skylar's Garden at Western Reserve Land Conservancy's Conservation Center.
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CLINTON WETLANDS
When the 19-acre Clinton Wetlands property was listed  
for sale, Land Conservancy staff saw its potential to  
be an asset for SMP. The property contains 15 acres of 
Category 3 wetlands and 2,500 linear feet of unnamed 
tributaries to the Tuscarawas River, contributing to 
the overall health of the surrounding area’s watershed. 
Additionally, with the property’s prime location within 
the Ohio & Erie Canalway National Heritage Area and 
adjacency to 187 acres of natural spaces already owned  
by SMP, there was the golden opportunity to expand  
these uninterrupted natural spaces.

The acquisition of the property was fully funded through  
the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District’s Partners 
in Watershed Management (PWM) grant program. After 
placing a conservation easement on the property, the 
Land Conservancy transferred ownership to SMP—who 
manages the site as a wildlife preserve, continuing their 
commitment to safeguarding the area's natural resources.

 
 
 

Partners in Conservation: 
Summit Metro Parks

With over 30 diverse conservation projects 
completed yearly across our 29-county service 
region, our Land Protection team is always 
busy. From supporting local parks districts 
to expanding existing natural corridors and 
creating new public parks, we work diligently  
to preserve our region’s natural assets through 
our land conservation work. 

In Summit County, we had the unique opportunity 
to complete three exemplary projects this fiscal 
year—a perfect conservation trifecta centered 
around bolstering the great work of our partner 
Summit Metro Parks (SMP) that showcases  
the complex work that we do every day at the 
Land Conservancy. 

Clinton WetlandsTinker's Creek Wetlands
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TINKER’S CREEK WETLANDS 

Purchasing and transferring properties to park districts 
isn’t a new concept for us; we regularly source projects 
with the intent of helping our partners serve their 
communities. This fiscal year, the Land Conservancy also 
purchased the 41-acre Tinker’s Creek Wetlands property 
in Hudson and then donated it to SMP. The now-protected 
property builds upon multiple existing conserved spaces 
in the area, including Tinker’s Creek State Park and SMP’s 
Liberty Park, which total approximately 2,500 acres along 
Tinker’s Creek. The property’s 14 acres of Category 3 
wetlands are connected to a larger 500-acre wetland 
complex within this conservation corridor, providing 
important habitat for over 65 plant species, 86 bird  
species, and four bat species.

The acquisition of this property was fully funded by the 
Ohio EPA’s Water Resource Restoration Sponsor  
Program (WRRSP), with sponsorship from the City of 
Columbus. The Land Conservancy encumbered the 
property with an environmental covenant, as required by 
WRRSP, and immediately transferred it to SMP for long 
term ownership, ensuring that its natural features are 
permanently safeguarded.
 

 

TWIN CREEKS PRESERVE  
AT BOUGHTON FARM 
Our projects can often positively change the entire  
landscape of a community. The Land Conservancy’s  
involvement in acquiring the Boughton family’s 87-acre 
heritage farm and donating it to SMP has nearly doubled 
the parkland acreage in the township. The former  
agricultural land is set to become SMP’s first park in Copley.

The property has a rich history since the Boughton family 
acquired it in the 1850’s. When agricultural operations 
ceased in 2020, the Boughton family came together with 
the collective goal of protecting the land they love and  
providing a green space for their community to enjoy.

The Land Conservancy recently completed restoration 
efforts that transformed the former agricultural fields into 
native meadow, wetland, and forest habitats. Local Girl 
Scouts planted 1,350 seedlings with the help of ODNR 
as part of the Girl Scout Tree Promise initiative to plant 
250,000 trees in Ohio by 2026.

Now, SMP is working on creating a comprehensive plan  
for the park’s future. The acquisition and subsequent 
transformation of this property doesn’t just open doors for 
future recreation—it ensures that wildlife and habitat on 
the property remain protected regardless of the future.

Twin Creeks Preserve at Boughton Farm

We are proud of the strides we  
have made in Summit County, 
and of the rewarding partnership 
we have built with SMP. 

In working together, we can  
continue playing to our  
organizations’ strengths and  
supporting crucial ecosystems 
found in the greater Akron area.
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While we’re equally enthused by our projects regardless 
of their location, it’s especially exciting when our work hits 
close to home. Just down the street from Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy’s Conservation Center, we partnered 
with the Village of Hunting Valley to permanently conserve 
nearly 28 acres through two conservation easements— 
one completed in June 2024 and the second in April 2025. 
The preserved land forms a key connector within a 2,200-
acre corridor of contiguous protected habitat that stretches 
7.6 miles along the Chagrin River.

The conservation easements ensure the future protection 
of this significant historic and scenic natural area, 
which supports diverse wildlife within the Chagrin River 
Watershed. Old field and high-quality mid-successional 
mixed hardwood forest provide habitat for a wide array of 

species, including five state-listed bat species such as the 
State-Endangered Tri-colored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus), as 
well as the State-listed Brown Creeper (Certhia americana) 
and hobblebush (Viburnum lantanoides).

Together, the two protected properties now form the 
Chagrin Meadows Preserve, a public park owned and 
managed by the Village of Hunting Valley. The Land 
Conservancy will continue to hold and annually monitor 
the conservation easements. Passive recreation will play 
an important role in the preserve’s future, balancing public 
access with the protection of its sensitive natural resources. 
Visitors will be able to reach the Buckeye Trail, a beloved 
1,444-mile footpath that encircles the State and runs 
adjacent to the preserve, and explore a new 0.5-mile loop 
trail that guides them through the preserve’s varied habitats.

Chagrin Meadows  
Preserve
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WINCHELL FARM
Polly and David Winchell are only the fourth owners of 
their 117-acre property in Freedom Township, Portage 
County, which was first purchased by David’s parents 
in 1956. They currently farm the land for soybeans and 
hay while keeping six to 12 dairy cows. The Winchells 
protected their property through LAEPP in hopes 
of keeping the property in the family and safe from 
development forever.

FALB FARM
Located in Baughman Township, Wayne County, the  
80-acre Falb Farm is comprised entirely of prime and 
locally important agricultural soils used for a rotation of 
certified organic row crops (corn, hay, and cover crops), 
as well as pastured land for 60 to 70 grass-finished  
beef cattle. The farm has been in the Falb family since  
the early 1900s and with moderate development 
pressure growing around the farm, the family was proud 
to protect the farm and continue passing it down to  
future generations.

PINE HILL FARM
Positioned amidst 333 acres of protected farmland 
and adding to their previous 286 acres of protected 
farmland, we were thrilled to work with Barbara Brazis-
Lang and Loren Lang to protect their 60-acre Pine 
Hill Farm. Comprised of prime and locally important 
agricultural soils, the pair grows row crops and hay to 
support their dairy farm. Located in Ripley Township, 
Holmes County, Pine Hill Farm has been in the same 
family for many decades, with the 60-acres purchased 
by Loren’s grandparents in 1943. Barb is an ardent 
supporter of farmland preservation, especially in the 
Holmes and Wayne County area, and is currently on 
Ohio’s Farmland Preservation Advisory Board.

LAEPPs and Bounds: 
Protecting Ohio's  
Farmland

Farmland is an important piece of Ohio’s 
economy, heritage, and landscape. Helping 
protect farmland from the threat of development 
through agricultural conservation easements  
is one of Western Reserve Land Conservancy’s 
primary conservation focuses. These easements 
ensure that properties will remain as farmland, 
even if the land itself changes ownership.

While some farmland owners choose to donate 
easements on their properties, it is not always 
financially feasible to do so. We are lucky, here  
in Ohio, to have the Clean Ohio Local Agricultural 
Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP) 
managed by the Ohio Department of Agriculture. 
This program provides funding to purchase 
agricultural easements from landowners  
and protect farmland for future generations  
of Ohioans.

We love working with Ohio farmers and 
protecting the farmland that is a key part of a 
thriving Ohio. Through the LAEPP program, 
we can help protect more farms each year—
safeguarding this important industry and 
providing additional revenue to the farmers  
that we all depend on.

Polly and David Winchell Janice and Dean Falb
Andy McDowell, Vice President of Western  
Field Operations, with Loren & Barb-Brazis Lang
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When Western Reserve Land Conservancy created  
the Grimm Conservation Award in 2007, it was designed  
to shine a light on extraordinary people—individuals  
whose leadership, vision, and enduring commitment to 
conservation mirror the legacy of Richard and Susan 
Grimm and their family. Each year, the award celebrates 
someone whose work strengthens our region’s natural 
and historic resources, protects open spaces and wildlife 
habitat, and ensures that future generations inherit 
landscapes worth loving.

This year, that honor belongs to Eleanor Semenik, a woman 
whose generosity, persistence, and passion for the land 
embody the very spirit of the award.

In May 2023, Eleanor permanently protected two 
remarkable properties in Munson Township: a 49-acre 
property on Wilson Mills Road and a 35-acre property on 
Fowlers Mill Road. These lands—marked by sweeping 
fields, mature forests, and vibrant stream corridors—
represent some of the region’s most beautiful natural 
features. The Fowlers Mill parcel includes a stretch of the 
East Branch of the Chagrin River, one of Northeast Ohio’s 
ecological treasures.

With the completion of Eleanor’s conservation projects, 
the Land Conservancy celebrated an important milestone: 
surpassing 10,000 acres of protected land in Geauga 
County alone. It was a moment years in the making— 
and one that Eleanor helped make possible.

But Eleanor’s story is about more than acres and maps.

From the very first phone call, she approached 
conservation with a contagious energy and a clear plan. 
For nearly two years, she worked alongside our team to 
explore every detail of her easement terms, always asking 
the same essential question: What is best for the land? 
She brought ideas, questions, and—often—jokes to every 
discussion. She cares deeply about her property, her 
community, and the future she hopes to leave behind.

And through it all, her motivation remained beautifully 
simple. Eleanor insisted she wasn’t protecting her land for 
recognition. She did it, she said, because “it’s the right thing 
to do—and it’s what anyone else would do.”

At the Land Conservancy, we know better. Not everyone 
would make the kind of long-term, generational 
commitment that Eleanor has made. Not everyone  
would spend years ensuring their land remains loved  
and protected forever. But Eleanor did.

And that is why we are proud—truly proud—to honor her 
as the 2025 recipient of the Grimm Conservation Award.

Her gift is lasting. Her impact is profound. And her  
legacy will shape the landscapes of Geauga County  
for generations to come.

Honoring a Woman on a Mission: 

ELEANOR SEMENIK RECEIVES  
2025 GRIMM CONSERVATION AWARD
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Stew
ardship &

 Restoration

Conservation easement stewardship has been at the heart  
of our work since our founding in the 1980s. It is how  
we uphold our promise to landowners, supporters, and  
the public that conserved land will remain protected in  
accordance with the wishes of the original landowners.  
If we were to abandon this program—or allow significant, 
non-permitted changes to conservation easements— 
trust in both our organization and in the conservation  
restrictions themselves would quickly erode.

Our dedicated Stewardship team brings more than  
50 years of collective experience to this work, ensuring  
that we remain a steadfast voice for the land, regardless  
of who owns the protected property over time. In Fiscal  
Year 2025, the team visited 898 properties, encompassing  
 
 

approximately 67,000 acres. They also completed  
20 baseline documentation reports for newly protected  
properties, recorded dozens of notable changes on  
conserved lands, and met with many new owners of  
protected properties.

In addition, our Stewardship staff manages more than  
100 properties owned by the Land Conservancy, totaling 
over 7,000 acres. These lands further our mission by  
supporting our education programs, sporting circle events, 
and habitat restoration initiatives. A few highlights from 
Fiscal Year 2025 include beginning work on a major wet 
meadow habitat restoration project, opening an ADA trail  
to the public at Oberlin Preserve, and completing our first  
sustainable timber harvest and forest management project.
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Birds are powerful indicators of ecosystem health and 
often signal when habitats are in decline. The 2025 State 
of the Birds Report from the U.S. Committee of the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI) shows that 
one third of U.S. bird species now require conservation 
action. Populations continue to fall as climate change and 
development degrade the environments birds depend on. 
Conservation remains one of the most effective tools we 
have to protect them.

Ohio serves as a vital stopover for migratory birds, offering 
critical places to feed, rest, and breed. Maintaining a 
diversity of habitats—woodlands, grasslands, prairies,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

scrub-shrub areas, lakeshore stopover sites, and more— 
is essential to support a wide range of bird species.  
By forever protecting over 77,944 acres of land across 
the state, Western Reserve Land Conservancy has 
safeguarded significant amounts of habitat for birds.

Stewarding land means not only upholding the conservation 
easements that protect bird habitat but actively managing 
the habitats that support a wide variety of bird species. 
Across the 100 properties that the Land Conservancy 
owns, we monitor and take additional steps to protect 
critical habitats for birds. Many of the properties we own 
contain a wide variety of bird species. What follows are 
some highlights throughout our region.

Magnolia Warbler, Aimee Pierson 

Stewardship 
for the Birds



18

TRUMBULL & ASHTABULA COUNTIES
Our large nature preserves in Trumbull and Ashtabula 
Counties have hundreds of acres of restored wetlands, 
ideal for migrating ducks including the Blue-winged 
Teal, Bufflehead, and Wood Duck, among many others. 
Shorebirds like Killdeer and various sandpipers as well as 
larger birds like Trumpeter Swans and Sandhill Cranes are 
also common. Our Blue Heron Preserve in Newbury, OH,  
a public park owned and managed by the Land 
Conservancy at the headwaters of the Upper Cuyahoga 
River, is aptly named because it is hard to make a visit 
without seeing the majestic Great Blue Heron wading the 
shores of the wetlands or flying overhead. We also own 
critical habitat along the headwaters of the Chagrin River in 
Geauga County. In these areas, American Kestrels, Sandhill 
Cranes, Northern Shrikes, Marsh Hawks, Snow Buntings, 
and other unique bird species have also been documented.

VILLAGE OF WAITE HILL
At our preserves in the Village of Waite Hill, American 
Eagles, Ospreys, and a wide variety of hawks are ever 
present. Our annual bird hikes in the spring and fall yield  
long lists of species including migrating warblers like 
American Redstart, Northern Parula, and Magnolia  
Warbler, to name just a few.

We also have projects where we actively manage bird nests 
to help specific bird species. At our Waite Hill preserves in 
the eastern region and our Oberlin Preserve in the western 
region, we maintain and monitor over 80 bluebird nest 
boxes designed to support Eastern Bluebirds and other 
native species that call these properties home. Volunteers 
monitor the boxes each week during breeding season  
(April through late July), checking for non-native species 
that may displace native birds or damage their eggs.  
The volunteers also monitor the health and fledging 
success of Eastern Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, and other 
birds that may use the nest boxes. At Oberlin Preserve,  
we also have a flourishing Purple Martin colony!

Our Stewardship team works on 
projects to enhance and restore bird 
habitat including invasive species 
removal, wetland restoration, and 
prairie and pollinator plantings 
across the properties we own to help 
sustain healthy diverse landscapes 
where birds and other wildlife can 
flourish. We’re proud of the steps 
that we have taken through our 
Stewardship program to protect the 
lives of birds large and small across 
our region.
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In spring 2024, Western Reserve Land Conservancy was 
awarded the largest Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) grant in Ohio for that year, supporting a 
major forest management and habitat restoration project 
across approximately 800 acres of Ashcroft Woods 
Conservation Area in Ashtabula County. Administered by 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),  
EQIP provides technical and financial assistance for 
landowners and conservation organizations to address 
natural resource concerns such as invasive species, 
erosion, and habitat loss.

At Ashcroft Woods, EQIP funding has allowed the Land 
Conservancy to implement science-based management 
strategies that strengthen forest health, enhance 
biodiversity, and restore early successional wet meadow 
habitat, including habitat for federally threatened species. 
Early successional habitats include fields, wet meadows, 
shrublands, and even young forests. These habitats provide 
critical food sources, shelter, and cover for species such as 
ground-nesting birds, small mammals, reptiles, and other 
wildlife. Managing early successional habitat helps increase 
the diversity of species in an area, which overall strengthens 
the health of the region.

In recent decades, much of this habitat has been lost or 
degraded due to invasive plants, hydrologic alteration,  
and natural forest succession that reduces formerly  
open landscapes. Recognizing these challenges, the EQIP-
funded restoration at Ashcroft Woods aims to reintroduce 
the structural diversity and native vegetation that many 
species require to thrive.

Work began in summer 2024, when Land Conservancy 
staff and contractors initiated invasive species control and 
selective forest thinning in dense stands of trees. Using 
single tree selection harvesting and timber stand 

improvement techniques, crews carefully removed 
overcrowded, poorly formed, and invasive trees to open 
the canopy. Increased sunlight reaching the forest floor 
stimulated native regeneration and enhanced habitat 
conditions for all local flora and fauna.

A defining feature of the project occurred in the fall of 
2024, when a 17-acre stand of non-native red pine, planted 
in the 1960s, was removed. The densely planted pine 
trees offered little ecological value and shaded out native 
vegetation. After tree removal, the stumps were ground 
to facilitate future maintenance and natural regeneration. 
The goal was to create a mosaic of wet meadow and 
upland habitat, providing a mix of sun exposure, vegetation 
structure, and microhabitats.

By the spring of 2025, the cleared area was regenerating 
naturally with native grasses, sedges, and forbs. Targeted 
invasive plant treatments during summer 2025 helped 
maintain these gains and will continue for at least two  
more years under EQIP guidance to ensure long-term 
ecological stability.

Looking ahead, continued EQIP-supported management 
at Ashcroft Woods will include ongoing invasive species 
control, additional timber stand improvement, and canopy 
thinning to sustain healthy, diverse forests.

Through EQIP and partnerships with NRCS and ecological 
professionals, the Land Conservancy is demonstrating 
how collaborative, science-driven restoration can make 
a measurable impact. Our work at Ashcroft Woods 
supports the recovery of federally threatened species 
while enhancing water quality, forest resilience, and wildlife 
diversity across the Grand River Lowlands, one of Ohio’s 
most ecologically valuable landscapes.

Habitat Restoration at 
Ashcroft Woods  
Conservation Area
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Brighton Park, DJ Glisson, II, Firefly Imageworks
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U
rban Conservation

Our Thriving Communities program works in 
historically excluded or underserved urban  
communities with local partners and community  
members to repurpose and revitalize vacant spaces  
for positive community use. Several Thriving  
 

Communities teams work in unison toward this  
goal by collecting property and vacant land data,  
conducting inventories on illegal dumping, planting 
trees, connecting trails, and even building new  
city parks.

Thurgood Marshall Green, Kendrick Chittock Photography
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Thurgood Marshall Green: 
Community Driven Park Design

When the Cleveland Metropolitan School District and 
the City of Cleveland issued a Request for Proposals to 
redevelop surplus school sites in 2021, staff at Western 
Reserve Land Conservancy saw the potential of the John 
W. Raper Elementary School site. The school closed in 
2010 and was demolished soon after in 2013; the 2.6-acre 
property had sat vacant for over a decade. Adjacent to 
the Thurgood Marshall Recreation Center, the property’s 
location provided the unique opportunity to expand upon 
the existing campus and design a space specifically  
for Hough, an east side Cleveland neighborhood with  
an identified need for more high-quality park space.

The Land Conservancy put community feedback and 
participation at the forefront of the design and visioning 
process. We worked with trusted community partners, 
including Village Family Farms, Little Africa Food Co-op, 
Famicos Foundation, and Councilwoman Stephanie 
Howse-Jones to engage residents and understand their 
vision for the land. Through door-to-door surveys, regular 
community meetings, and a semester long landscape 

design workshop with Cornell University graduate 
students, the community’s goal was clear: to create a 
welcoming intergenerational park that integrates well  
with the surrounding area.

According to Tim Dehm, Planning and Design Specialist 
at the Land Conservancy, ideas came together quickly. 
“Every step of the way, the community was invested and 
involved in helping us design a park that could become a 
part of their daily life,” said Dehm. “They guided decisions 
as we worked with City Architecture and LayerCake to 
create the space, down to selecting the concrete colors  
for the walking path.”

The community was clear in its request for more play 
options for younger aged kids, as well as more options for 
local seniors. To best serve children in the neighborhood, 
the designer opted for two side-by-side play areas,  
with one geared towards slightly younger ages. The 
playgrounds feature countless opportunities for kids to 
slide, scale, swing, and spin as they play and explore.

Royalty In the Making LLC
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For older adults, we designed gentle walking paths and a fitness area 
that sits in a quiet corner of the park, creating a sense of privacy for 
those exercising. The barbecue area features coal bins, barbecue 
pits, and picnic tables—which are placed on a compacted stone 
surface so families can push them together as needed. The pavilion 
is a spacious, open structure, big enough to host moderately sized 
events. The lounge area’s reclining chairs offer a calm place to relax 
overlooking the rest of the park. A well-lit quarter mile walking loop 
ties everything together, creating a space to stroll without feeling 
overwhelmingly paved.

The City of Cleveland named the park Thurgood Marshall Green 
as an expansion to the nearby recreation center campus. It doesn’t 
just honor the first African American Supreme Court Justice by 
name—the park includes a natural nod to the prominent civil rights 
leader in the form of Eastern Redbud trees. Nine redbuds circle the 
walking loop: one with dark purple leaves, and the other eight with 
variegated white leaves, representing Thurgood Marshall and the 
racial composition of the Supreme Court at that point in history.  
In the future, signage will be placed in front of each tree with 
information about Thurgood Marshall’s life and the history of the 
Hough neighborhood.

The park’s overall landscaping was created with the Land 
Conservancy’s goal of increasing urban tree canopy in mind; in 
addition to the redbuds, over 100 new trees were planted in the park. 
The Land Conservancy’s Reforest Our City program will water and 
maintain these to ensure they establish and provide plentiful shade 
in the future. Large grassy areas on two event lawns provide ample 
room for any number of activities, and nearly 2,500 native shrubs 
adorn garden beds throughout the park.

This project was made possible through the generous leadership 
gift of the Dusenbury Family in addition to other private partners and 
public donors. Following the rigorous design process, construction 
of the park went smoothly thanks to our contractors, R.J. Platten 
Contracting. We broke ground in March 2025, and Thurgood 
Marshall Green officially opened to the public in October 2025  
with a community celebration hosted by the Land Conservancy, 
honoring the new park and the collaborative spirit that made  
it possible.

The City of Cleveland will own and maintain the park long-term, but 
this isn’t the end of the story for the Land Conservancy. We have 
established a reserve fund for future maintenance needs and a 
Friends of Thurgood Marshall Green volunteer group to help with 
ongoing stewardship and advocacy needs. We will also study the 
continued impact that this new green space has on the community 
through our milestone Office of Minority Health Grant.

PROJECT PARTNERS
The Dusenbury Family

Bank of America

The City of Cleveland

Cleveland Clinic

Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation Program

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

FirstEnergy Foundation

Partners for Places –  
a Project of The Funders Network

The Hershey Foundation

The Department of Housing  
and Urban Development

Jean Heflich Legacy Fund

KeyBank Foundation

The Louise H. and  
David S. Ingalls Foundation

The Reinberger Foundation

Shaker Lakes Garden Club

State of Ohio Capital Fund

Sustain Our Great Lakes Program

Kendrick Chittock Photography
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Thurgood Marshall Green: 
Community Driven Park Design
Restoring Health Equity  
and Resilience  
to Cleveland Through Vacant  
Land Improvements

Growing research confirms that urban greening plays a 
critical role in creating nourishing environments which 
narrow health disparities. Cuyahoga County contains both 
the “Emerald Necklace,” an interconnected chain of green 
spaces in outlying suburbs, and a struggling urban core 
with a rapidly declining tree canopy and many vulnerable 
neighborhoods in the City of Cleveland. Yet Cleveland’s 
abundance of vacant parcels offers a major opportunity  
to leverage environmental assets on public land for 
improving neighborhood vibrancy, climate resiliency,  
social connections, and human health.

Beginning in September 2024, Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy launched a transformational new partnership 
with researchers from the MetroHealth System, Cleveland 

Clinic, and Case Western Reserve University to study how 
thoughtful greening activities in Cleveland neighborhoods 
impact residents’ health and well-being. Ultimately, this 
research will support decision tools for policymakers, 
clinicians, and community organizations to use in planning 
the future of legacy cities throughout the Midwest  
and beyond.

Funded by a $2.4 million grant from the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health, 
the project is concentrating its efforts in four low-income, 
majority Black, Cleveland neighborhoods: Hough, St. Clair-
Superior, Glenville, and Buckeye-Woodhill. Specifically, the 
project is striving to improve blood pressure control and 
physical activity levels for adults, and datasets derived from 

Kendrick Chittock Photography
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electronic health records at MetroHealth and Cleveland 
Clinic through aligned research will allow for examination 
of a variety of other chronic disease outcomes and leading 
health indicators.

Results from the first year of the partnership have 
exceeded our goals. Focusing initially on Hough and 
St. Clair-Superior, the team used relevant datasets on 
property conditions and socioeconomic need combined 
with community feedback from CDCs and residents to 
identify, clean, and green 46 vacant parcels near city  
parks, churches, and schools. Associated improvements 
included increasing pedestrian safety and accessibility, 
removing hazards, planting more than 250 trees, and 
creating community gathering spaces.

To accomplish these tasks, we formed a 20-person 
Resident Advisory Committee made up of representatives 
from each of our focus neighborhoods to guide project 
design and implementation. We also created the Forest 
City Crew, a Land Conservancy program that recruits 
trained volunteers to monitor planting sites weekly and 
become neighborhood ambassadors for trees. Residents 
receive stipends for their participation in these activities.
Our healthcare partners conducted geocoded, place-
based walking interviews with engaged residents to 
better understand how neighborhoods are changing and 
how physical environments impact their daily lifestyle. 
Additionally, research team members developed data 
processes to measure cardiovascular outcomes and 
health-promoting behaviors for target communities 
over time. Moving forward, these efforts will support the 
identification of neighborhood sites with high disease 
burden, enable health outcome measurement before 
greening interventions occur, and establish important  
data infrastructure for examining health changes in  
target neighborhoods as parcel improvement projects  
are implemented.

Our multidisciplinary team looks forward to continuing  
our momentum on this exciting project as we move into  
its second year, now turning our attention to Glenville  
and Buckeye-Woodhill.

This project is supported by the Office of Minority Health (OMH) of  
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of  
a financial assistance award totaling $593,882.50 with 100 percent  
funded by OMH/OASH/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s)  
and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement 
by, OMH/OASH/HHS, or the U.S. Government. For more information,  
please visit minorityhealth.hhs.gov.

Kendrick Chittock Photography (above & below)
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A Decade of  
Reforest Our City

This year, we are celebrating a decade  
of the Reforest Our City Program— 
a program that is, simply put, dedicated  
to planting trees and helping them grow.  
But it’s far from simple. Access to trees 
is not a given, and many Cleveland 
neighborhoods have long faced an 
abundance of vacant land and a shortage 
of healthy tree canopy. 

Through close collaboration with 
partners, community members, donors, 
and health experts, the program remains 
steadfast in its mission to bring trees to 
the communities that need them most. 
We sat down with Western Reserve  
Land Conservancy's President and  
CEO, Rich Cochran, to discuss the 
program’s inception.

What was the inspiration behind starting  
the Reforest Our City Program?

Rich: We were working on a project in Bratenahl in the early 
2000s and it really struck me that driving in, Bratenahl looked 
like a park. You could clearly see the municipal line where 
Bratenahl started based on the trees. I kept thinking, what  
can be done about this disparity?

At that time, studies were starting to come out about how trees 
were linked to health and happiness, and they were a privilege 
that not everyone could afford. We came together with a group 
of organizations at the Cleveland Sustainability Summit in 2012 
and created a “forest city working group,” which later became 
the Cleveland Tree Coalition. We realized we needed to launch 
both this program and the Cleveland Tree Coalition to be able  
to strategically raise the tree canopy in Cleveland.

Were there hurdles launching the program?

Rich: We are, first of all, a land trust, so traditionally an 
organization like ours would accept conservation easements 
and people thought of us as only doing this. But our mission  
has always been to provide the people of our region with natural 
assets. Planting urban trees is a strategy to accomplish this 
mission. It has nothing to do with accepting a conservation 
easement—but it has everything to do with our mission.

Nonetheless, it was a massive shift in the way we deploy our 
assets, and it takes time to make a change like that and get 
everyone on board for it. We also didn’t have the capacity to 
start this program at first, but I knew we needed to.

What were your main objectives when  
you started the program?

Rich: It’s always been about improving environmental 
conditions in the city. We know environmental conditions and 
human health outcomes are linked. We see it in so many ways, 
but one example that always sticks out to me is that kids who 
walk to school in the presence of trees experience less stress, 
which leads to better academic outcomes. By investing in the 
neighborhoods that have historically been disinvested in,  
our hope is that we see mental, physical, and community health 
outcomes improve. Over time, these neighborhoods won’t 
need intervention; they’ll only need maintenance. Over the last 
10 years, we have seen how the first trees we planted are now 
providing shade, and vacant lots we’ve transformed into green 
spaces are now providing community connection. I can’t wait  
to see where we are in another 10 years.

Reforest Our City Program, 2025
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The program has grown tremendously over the 
past 10 years. To those who have witnessed each 
stage, its transformation is almost unrecognizable. 
Reforest Our City began as a one-person crew 
planting about 50 trees per planting season. 
Thanks to the many people who have believed 
in this vision, we are now a full-time staff of five 
with several seasonal tree crew members, 
growing canopy through our Sherwick Tree 
Steward Training, tree distribution and giveaway 
events, partnerships with local organizations, 
and planting over 350 trees per season—and 
maintaining every tree for three years to ensure 
its long-term survival. With a new tree yard just 
around the corner from our downtown office,  
we are poised for even greater growth.

 

We are deeply grateful to all who have supported 
the program throughout the past decade—
staff members, Sherwick Tree Stewards, 
donors, volunteers, partner organizations, the 
City of Cleveland, and community members. 
Their dedication has made our reforestation 
work possible. We are also deeply grateful 
to the Dusenbury Family and others for their 
transformational investments in the program—
their extraordinary gifts allow us to flourish in  
ways that we only imagined just a few years ago.

As Reforest Our City continues to take root, 
branch out, and bloom, we look ahead with 
confidence: the next 10 years will be our best yet. 

Rich Cochran and students from Laurel School, 2016
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As Cleveland's population has declined, a new 
reality has emerged: fewer people remain to  
care for increasing amounts of land. Tens of 
thousands of vacant parcels now dot the city,  
and the resources to maintain them grow thinner 
each year. Yet across Cleveland, trees still grow 
untended on vacant lots, providing shade and 
cooling without ongoing maintenance. How do 
we create natural areas and healthy, welcoming 
neighborhoods when maintenance work is in 
short supply?  

How can we work with natural processes— 
rather than against them—to achieve these 
goals? One answer is Groundwork, our program  
that transforms how Cleveland plans and invests  
in vacant land. Groundwork recognizes vacant 
parcels as opportunities to work with natural 
processes to create healthier neighborhoods.

Groundwork: 
Working with Nature on
Cleveland's Vacant Land 
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Realizing this vision required building new strategies 
organized around three essential steps: creating access 
to land, locating where natural areas should be, and 
implementing practical interventions.

Building off our earlier efforts to create county land banks  
that brought abandoned properties into public ownership,  
we launched CLEVLOT (Cleveland Vacant Land Opportunity 
Tool) in 2023 to address a persistent barrier: getting 
city-owned lots into the hands of community groups and 
nonprofits ready to invest in them. Working with residents,  
city administrators, and partners, we created clearer 
pathways to reimagine vacant land.

CLEVLOT also sparked a solution to another persistent 
problem: planning future uses of vacant land. Working 
with Cleveland's Planning Commission, we began with 
the 15-Minute City Index, which maps walkable access to 
amenities like grocery stores, transit stops, and libraries. 
This framework revealed both well-connected areas that 
make sense for future housing, as well as more isolated 
areas ideal for future trees and green space. But data alone 
cannot capture the full picture of how people experience 
their neighborhoods.

In 2024, in partnership with the City of Cleveland and 
Community Development Corporations on Cleveland's  
east side, we trained and paid neighborhood residents  
to walk every block with survey tools on their phones, 
verifying or adjusting recommendations based on what they 
see and know. The result? Agreement on 60–70% of lots, 
creating a shared vision that reflects both planning analysis 
and lived experience—and identifying where natural areas 
could emerge.

During the summer of 2025, we worked with City staff 
to create Designing Natural Areas: A Pattern Book. This 
practical guide documents how to prepare vacant lots 
through simple interventions: removing old fences, clearing 
illegal dumping, and restoring overgrown sidewalks. 
These modest investments help prepare sites for future 
opportunities—like Reforest Our City Program tree 
plantings—and create opportunities for natural processes 
to restore the land with little maintenance effort.

By addressing common problems and then stepping back 
to follow nature’s lead, we can create strong networks of 
natural areas that complement our signature park projects. 

Resources in Cleveland may be  
limited, but nature’s power is  
abundant; through strategic access, 
resident-informed planning,  
and nature-based interventions,  
we are helping to create healthier 
neighborhoods throughout the city.
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Our Conservation Education and Outreach program 
strives to connect people of all ages to the wonders of 
our natural world. Through each program and event, 
we blend learning with meaningful experiences

that deepen appreciation and understanding for  
the outdoors. Nurturing a lifelong love for the land  
is crucial; it helps build allies who work alongside  
us to protect our planet.



32

The Land Conservancy’s Conservation 
Awareness Series is designed to deepen 
our shared understanding of issues  
that affect our environment and the  
communities we call home, empowering 
all of us to be better stewards of our  
natural resources.

In January, the Land Conservancy hosted a screening  
of the documentary Ripples of Plastic at the Capitol 
Theatre in Cleveland, drawing an audience of 364 people. 
The film shines a light on plastic pollution in the Great 
Lakes, highlighting the staggering amount of plastic found 
in our local lakes and waterways. It explores the often-
unseen impacts of this pollution, examining contamination 
pathways, the effects of microplastics, and the surprising 
toll on human health. At its core, the documentary aims to 
inspire a collective shift toward a plastic-free future.

After the screening, Renee Boronka moderated a panel 
discussion with Director Chris Langer, researcher  
Dr. Sherri Mason, sustainability coordinator Jill Bartolotta, 
and owner of Trash Fish Cleveland Eddie Olschansky, all 
of whom appear in the film. Together, they led an engaging 
conversation about the personal choices we can make 
as consumers and the efforts underway to clean up our 
beaches and waterways. 

As a follow up to the documentary, in June, a group from 
the Land Conservancy joined Trash Fish Cleveland on the 
Cuyahoga River for a plastic cleanup paddle. We spent 
a few hours on the water, spotting a troubling amount 
of plastic and collecting as much as we could along the 
shoreline. By the end of the trip, our hardworking crew  
had gathered several bags of plastic from the river.

Conservation  
Awareness



Reaching kids is at the heart of our work. Today’s children 
spend less time outdoors than any generation before 
them—averaging just four to seven minutes of unstructured 
outdoor play each day, compared to more than seven hours 
of screen time. Yet time in nature is vital: it helps reduce 

stress and depression, strengthens the immune system, 
and improves focus and concentration. When kids spend 
less time outside, they miss out on these important health 
benefits—and on the sense of wonder and connection that 
comes from experiencing the natural world firsthand.

33

Children  
in Nature

Blue Heron Preserve in honor of Janet Franklin Foster
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CHILDREN'S OUTDOOR  
BILL OF RIGHTS

We are proud to play a role in the City of Cleveland’s 
adoption of a Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights (COBOR). 
Throughout the school year, Renee Boronka, Director of 
Conservation Education & Outreach at Western Reserve 
Land Conservancy, worked closely with Cleveland  
Metropolitan School District Teacher Mary Kennedy- 
Brown and her class of AP Environmental Science  
Students from John Marshall High School to analyze  
data and compose the COBOR, which will serve as  
practical framework for future environmental planning  
and nature-based programming in Cleveland.

On Earth Day, Matt Zone, Chief Advocacy Officer at 
the Land Conservancy, joined the 12 students and their 
teacher as they presented the COBOR to Cleveland City 
Council's Committee on Workforce Education Training and 
Youth Development. The young scholars did an amazing 
job advocating for the youth of Cleveland. At the full City 
Council meeting on April 28, the Cleveland COBOR 
was unanimously adopted. Its passage underscores the 
City’s commitment to ensuring every child in Cleveland 
experiences the benefits of time spent in nature.

HIKING & JOURNALING FOR KIDS
In June, the Land Conservancy welcomed 20 guests to 
our Blue Heron Preserve for a Hiking & Journaling for Kids 
event. The forecast called for steady light rain, but we 
wanted to show the kids that there’s no such thing as bad 
weather, only bad gear—so we stuck with our original plan. 
Under dark clouds and a gentle drizzle, we gathered in the 
pavilion to journal. Naturalist Judy Semroc shared stories 
and insights about the natural world, and participants got 
creative with leaf rubbings, sketches of flowers and wildlife, 
and poems inspired by what they observed. The children’s 
artwork and reflections were impressive.

After journaling, our young hikers ventured along the trails 
of Blue Heron Preserve. They encountered a Painted Turtle 
up close, watched a Garter Snake slither through the grass, 
heard the call of a Barred Owl, and even observed River 
Otter scat—an unforgettable glimpse into the hidden lives 
of local wildlife, all within an hour-long walk.

The Children’s Outdoor  
Bill of Rights declares that every 
child in Cleveland has the right to:

Breathe fresh and clean air.

Recreate safely on the beaches and  
in the waters of Lake Erie.

Play in clean parks, green spaces,  
rivers, and streams.

Bike on safe trails in parks that  
connect the community.

Hike and explore safely in nature.

Walk along tree-lined streets in  
their neighborhood.

Play in the snow, build a snowman,  
ride a sled, throw a snowball.

Dig in soil, plant and nurture a seed, watch it grow.

Engage and connect with their community 
 at events in parks and green spaces.

Bond with family and friends over  
an outdoor meal.

Watch the stars shine brightly during  
a peaceful night of camping.

Learn in nature, building confidence  
to be stewards of our natural world.
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FIELD WORKSHOP 
Owls
This overnight experience on Kelleys Island allowed participants to 

learn about bird banding from Master Bird Bander Tom Bartlett with 

opportunities for close-up views of six Northern Saw-whet Owls. 

FIELD WORKSHOP 
Moths
Held at Hiram College’s James H. Barrow Biological  
Field Station, our instructor Judy Semroc  covered the 
identification, natural history, and behaviors of moths.  
The event featured a moth lighting after sunset that  
documented 59 species of moths.

August September October December

NOVEMBER

JULY

FY25 Conservation Education  
and Outreach Programs

Vibrant Places  
Blueberry Picking

Vibrant Places  
Oberlin Prairie Walk

Field Exploration 
Moths of  

Moreland Hills

Special Events 
Bat Blitz

Nature Quest 
Monarch Tagging

Special Events 
Nature & Wine:  

Mikolaj Preserve & 
Laleure Vineyard

Vibrant Places 
Backcountry Hike

Zoom Into Nature 
Flying Squirrels  

with Dr. Don Althoff

Nature Quest 
Owl Walk  

and Pellet Dissection

Vibrant Places 
Sherwin Fall Hike

Zoom Into Nature 
Ohio’s Bats  

with Todd Cartner

Vibrant Places 
Winter Solstice  

Hike
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CONSERVATION 
South Carolina Style 
We toured conserved properties with staff from three local  

land trusts during this week-long excursion to the Low Country  

of South Carolina: Kiawah Conservancy, Edisto Island Open 

Land Trust and Spring Island Trust. 

FIELD WORKSHOP 
Amphibians
Our annual hike to the vernal pools of Oberlin Preserve taught participants 

about fingernail clams, fairy shrimp, mosquito larvae, salamanders, crayfish 

and other critters. During our visit, we heard Chorus Frogs and met a very 

photogenic Gray Tree Frog. 

FIELD WORKSHOP 
Beagling
Participants had a unique opportunity to watch a  

pack of sporting beagles (thank you Chagrin Valley  

Beagles!) explore the thickets at our Grand  

Valley Ranch.

January May June

APRIL

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Zoom Into Nature 
Spotted Lanternflies 

with Dr. Jennifer Essler

Inspiring  
Biodiversity in  
Our Gardens 

Session 1:  
Stewardship Lessons  

of Naturalistic  
Public Gardens

Special Events 
Ripples of  

Plastic Documentary

Inspiring 
Biodiversity in  
Our Gardens 

Session 2:  
Honey Bees and  

Native Bees— 
What You Don’t Know

Inspiring 
Biodiversity in  
Our Gardens 

Session 3:  
The Science of Plant 
Survival Strategies in 

Garden Design

Vibrant Places 
Groundhog Day  

Hike

Inspiring  
Biodiversity in  
Our Gardens 

Session 4:  
Composition Tips  

for Wilder Gardens

Zoom  
Into Nature 

Trees  
with Ian Adams

Zoom Into Nature 
Preparing for Spring  

with Judy Semroc

Vibrant Places 
Waterfowl at 

Grand Valley Ranch

Vibrant Places 
Oberlin Amphibians

Inspiring  
Biodiversity in 
Our Gardens 

Garden to the Max:  
Joyful, Visionary,  

Maximalist Design  
with Author  

Teresa Woodard

Vibrant Places 
Earth Day Hike

Field Exploration 
Mushrooms

Vibrant Places 
Ashcroft Wildflowers 

Walk

Vibrant Places 
Waite Hill Spring  

Bird Walk

Field Exploration 
Songbirds & Daisies  

on Kelleys Island

Nature Quest 
Hiking and Journaling 

for Kids

Field Exploration 
Plastic Pick Up  

(Kayak Cuyahoga)
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VISIONARY 
$25,000+
Anonymous (6)

American Online Giving Funds

Atira Conservation

Bank of America Charitable 

          Foundation

Larry and Karen Bettcher

Bicknell Fund

Tim and Nancy Callahan

Susan and David Cannon

Children & Nature Network

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Colleran

Connor Foundation

The Davey Tree Expert Company

Dolphin Fund

Dusenbury Family Charitable           

          Endowment Fund 

          at the Cleveland Foundation

Mr. Warren Dusenbury

Enbridge

Fifth Third Bank

Fleet Response

Richard Foster

Ms. Bettina Frisse

Paul & Maxine Frohring  

          Foundation, Inc.

The George Gund Foundation

Halle Bros Geranium

Dr. Marsha L. Heinke

The Marsha L Heinke Fund

Mr. J. Jeffrey Holland and  

          Ms. Marjorie Muirden

ICF Foundation

Louise H. and  

          David S. Ingalls Foundation

Jack, Joseph and  

          Morton Mandel Foundation

Richard Jeschelnig

David and Sara Kobelt

Sara & David Kobelt  

          Charitable Gift Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Duane Kurapka

Dr. Edith Lerner

The Lozick Family Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Scott E. Mawaka

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mueller

Evelyn B. Newell

Evelyn B. Newell Charitable  

          Gift Fund

The Nord Family Foundation

Mr. Peter Nordell and  

          Ms. Winnie Jones Nordell

Nordson Corporation 

Oberlin College Green EDGE Fund

Faith Pescatore

Pescatore Foundation

Mr. William Rowley

William W. Rowley Donor  

          Advised Fund

Heather and Tim Ryan

Sauerland Foundation

Mr. Robert C. Smith

The Kelvin & Eleanor Smith 

          Foundation

The South Waite Foundation

James C. and Myrna Spira 

          Philanthropic Fund

Mr. James C. Spira

The Triple T Foundation

Truline Industries

Jeff and Missy Wert

Jeff and Missy Wert Family Fund

Mr. Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

LEADER 
$17,500–$24,999
The Foundation for  

          Appalachian Ohio

Boris Tedbert Fund

Ann C. Briechle

Susi Brown

Callahan Foundation

Mr. David B. Chilcote

Mrs. Frances Cooper

The Henry E. Haller Jr Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Haslinger

Melissa Haslinger

The Sandra L. &  

          Dennis B. Haslinger Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Hill 

Katie and Budd Koch

Lakehurst Foundation

Sue and Roger L'Hommedieu

The Roger & Susan L'Hommedieu 

          Family Fund

McCarthy Giving Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy McCarthy

Miavana, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Mulligan

William C. Mulligan Charitable  

          Gift Fund

Charles L. Pack Charitable Trust

Virginia Poirier

Richard B. and Jane R. Whitehead 

          Foundation

CONSERVATOR 
$10,000–$17,499
Anonymous (3)

Avery Dennison

John and Wilma Bergfeld

Mr. and Mrs. Adam Bowden

Mr. and Mrs. Adam A. Briggs

Adam and Vikki Briggs  

          Charitable Fund

Mr. Joe Brown

Mr. and Mrs. John Bullard

Julie A. Clayman, MD

The Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation

Community Foundation  

          of Lorain County

Ms. Carol Donaldson

Ruth S. Eppig and  

          Dr. Michael Eppig

Lyle and Mary Ganske

The Grimm Family Foundation

Russell and Judith Hall

Mr. and Mrs. William Hatch

Joan R. Holmes

KeyBank Foundation

Kathleen K. Leavenworth

Elizabeth Ring Mather and  

          William Gwinn Mather Fund

S. Livingston Mather  

          Charitable Trust

Claire and Sandy McMillan

Claire and Sandy McMillan 

          Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Meisel

Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Miele

Halley Moore and Jason Drake

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Neidhardt

Richard and Kate Nord

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Ogan

The Ogan Family Fund

Mr. Bruce Linsday and 

          Ms. Inga Schmidt

Mitchell and Kyla Schneider

Sears-Swetland Family Foundation

Jordan-Strein Family Fund

Stefan Strein and Kevin Jordan

 
CHAMPION 
$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous (2)

Akron Community Foundation

Amazon.com Services LLC

The B. Charles and  

          Jay G. Ames Foundation

Arbor Day Foundation

Ms. Linda Augustus

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Belanger

Mr. Charles Bolton

Dr. Don Brinberg and  

          Dr. Barbara Berkeley

Mr. Martin J. Burke, Sr.

Catharina M. Caldwell

Edward and Sharon Campbell 

          Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Campbell

Anonymous Fund at The Chicago 

          Community Foundation

Mark and Christine Corr

Cuyahoga County Land 

          Reutilization Corporation

Ms. Marcia Deist

David J. Eichenmiller and  

          Alison W. Gee

EnviroScience, Inc.

The Hankins Foundation

Lydia and Ron Harrington

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Hice

Dick and Sarah Hollington

Dick and Sarah Hollington III  

          Gift Fund

Hopson Creek Preservation LLC

Ms. Sarah Iammarino

Sarah Iammarino Donor  

          Advised Fund

Jones Day

Ms. Elizabeth B. Juliano

The Elizabeth B. Juliano  

          Charitable Fund

KeyBank

The Lincoln Electric Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Livingston

Our Supporters
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LKQ Triplett ASAP

Byron and Elsie Lutman

Magnolia Star Foundation

Marous Brothers Construction

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Mayo

McKenna Family Fund

Susan & Peter Meisel Family 

          Philanthropic Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Vail K. Miller

Morgan Stanley Wealth 

          Management

Mr. and Mrs. Frederick F.  

          Neubauer, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Nolan

Ohio Climbers Coalition

Bill and Kathy O'Neill

Oswald, A Unison Risk  

          Advisors Company

Parker-Hannifin Corporation

Perkins Charitable Foundation

Arvid S. and Marianne B. Peterson 

          Fund

The Portage Foundation

RJ Technologies LLC

RPM International Inc

Marc and Nancy Rubin

Kevin Sherman

Mr. David Steffee

Superior Beverage Group

Taft/

Diana & Brian Taussig

University Hospitals

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew J. Van  

          De Motter

Diane Vanden Dorpel 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael  Vary

Veterinary Medicine Gift Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Dominic Visconsi

Ms. Ann West

Mr. and Mrs. Craig O. White

Ann and Dick Whitney Jr.

Whitney Donor Advised Fund

BENEFACTOR 
$2,500–$4,999
Bartlett Tree Experts

Robert and Esther Black Family           

Foundation Fund of the 

          Richland County Foundation

The Carroll Community Fund

William H. Childs Jr. and Associates

Mrs. Ann Cicarella

Conneaut Creek Club

Cuyahoga Arts & Culture

The Cyrus Eaton Foundation

Dave and Sherrie Dickens

Dave and Sherrie Dickens Donor 

          Advised Fund

Dollar Bank Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur E. Ellison, IV

FirstEnergy Corp

J. Donald and Florence FitzGerald

Louise M. and Paul R. Foster

Ms. Alice Gulick

Mr. Zachary and Dr. Lauren Guren

Mr. Jeffrey Hadley

Linda and Lawrence Hatch

Jonathan and Karry Hatch  

          Family Fund

Mr. James Hayne

Nance Hikes and Michael Melampy

Mrs. Lizbeth Weiss Kohler

Joan M. Kosko

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Leech

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Liebhardt

Ms. Jane Lindmark

Peg and Tom Mayor

Carl and Mary McDaniel

The MetroHealth System

Mr. Roy Minoff

The Roy Minoff Family Fund

Ms. Noreen Molek

Mark and Janet Nolan

Mark and Janet Nolan  

          Charitable Fund

Ohio Land Bank Association

Jane and Jon Outcalt

Jane and Jon Outcalt Foundation 

Park Ohio

The Paskevich Family

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Porter Jr.

Mary and Todd Ray  

          Charitable Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Todd Ray

Mr. and Mrs. David Reinhart

David and Laura Sangree

Ms. Kathy Schaefer

Betty and Dave Schneider

Ms. Priscilla Shields

Beth and Howard Simon

Marta King Stone

Richard and Rhonda Thompson

Thomas and Diane Tyrrell

Mr. Philip R. Uhlin

Philip R. Uhlin Fund

Clara Weiss Fund

Serie and David Zimmerman

Zion, Synek & Associates, Inc.

 
PATRON 
$1,500–$2,499
Anonymous (5)

Mr. Edward B. Baker and  

          Dr. Anna van Heeckeren

Doug & Lu Bannerman Gift Fund

Mr. and Mrs. W. Douglas 

          Bannerman

Dr. James and Mrs. Tedie Bastian

Peter and Sydney Sue Benson

Black River Audubon Society

Yvonne and Steve Burke

Mr. Harry Carlson, Jr.

Mr. Richard and Dr. Jennifer 

          Cochran

Peter W. Danford

Emily Hall Tremaine  

          Foundation (EHTF)

Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP

Mrs. William Hanavan

The Hanavan Family  

          Charitable Fund

Ms. Gerlind Ute Jenkner

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald S. King

William Lafave

Lake Metroparks

Mrs. Gretchen Larson*

Mark and Mary Madeja

Mayor Family Fund

Esther McDowell and  

          Chris Yochens

Mr. and Mrs. S. Sterling McMillan, III

Marcia Mikolaj

Mr. and Mrs. D. Austin Morrow, IV

Robert J. Norwick Jr.

The Orr Family

Steve and Lea Osgood

Pysht Fund

Kathy Moses Salem

Kathy Moses Salem  

          Philanthropic Fund

Dina Schoonmaker

Reg and Lynn Shiverick

Kathy Smachlo and David Kaplan

Judge Mary Spicer

Mr. and Mrs. John Sutton

Renold D. Thompson, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. George Topalsky

UK Online Giving Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Vander Kooi

Mr. Anthoni Visconsi, II

Elizabeth and Larry Weiss  

          Donor Advised Fund

Liz and Larry Weiss

Sarah Lamade White Foundation

Dorothy and Donald Zito

 
ADVOCATE 
$1,000–$1,499
Anonymous (4)

Paul R. and Constance  

          Norweb Abbey

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Adams

Mr. Jonathan Adler

Amos Family Donor Advised Fund

Mrs. Margot Baldwin

Joanne Billiar

Mitchell Blair

Marilyn and Larry Blaustein

Lawrence & Marilyn Blaustein 

          Charitable Fund

Kenneth and Nancy Bliss

Nancy and Kenneth Bliss Fund

Jim Breen

Barbara Brown and Steve Ward

Dr. Jeanette Brown*

Rob Calhoun and Elizabeth Wilmer

Kay Carlson and Rick Albaugh

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cerar

Sandra and David Cobb

Mr. Peter F. Conway

The Dogwood Fund

Drs. Patra and Vichai Duangjak

Dr. Lynn Dunham

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Eagle

EMC Precision

Ms. Elinore Evans and  

          Mr. John Rampe

*deceased
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Phyllis H. and William H. Evans  

          Charitable Foundation

Brett Farmery and Carey Jaros

Carey Jaros & Brett Farmery Donor  

          Advised Fund

Daniel and Carol Fishwick

Mitchel L. Fromm

Mr. and Mrs. Dale A. Garrison

Jim and Adrienne Gerspacher

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart A. Gertman

Stuart and Marian Gertman  

          Donor Advised Fund

Jean and Steve Gokorsch

André and Ginette Gremillet

Nicki Griffith

Mr. and Mrs. Ken Gustafson

Clark Hahn

Amy and Tom Haught

Mr. and Mrs. Peter S. Hellman

Peter Hellman Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Hillenbrand

Mark and Awnhee Hoberecht

David and Nancy Hooker

Lee and Jo Ann Howley

Howley Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Humphrey

Michele, Nick and Jennifer Jouriles

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Juster

Anne C. Juster Donor  

          Advised Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Keithley

Joseph P. and Nancy F. Keithley 

          Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Kirk

The Stephen and Joanne Kirk 

          Foundation

Cathy and Bob Kissling

Bill and Nancy Koons

William Lafave Family Foundation

Kathy and Dale LaPorte

Mr. Daniel Leamon

The Jay C. and B. Nadine Leggett 

          Advised Charitable Fund

Tom and Kathy Leiden

Mr. and Mrs. William Lennon

Mr. Robert Luckay

Linda Macklin and Troy Grela

Macklin Family Fund

Mr. Neil McCarthy and  

          Ms. Maura O'Donnell McCarthy

Alec and Jennifer McClennan

Mr. and Mrs. James J. McMonagle

Toddy & Jim McMonagle  

          Giving Fund

Mrs. Jane Meyer

 

Ed Meyers

Mr. Mark Mittler

Elizabeth Morris

Marjorie and Bert Moyar

Mr. and Mrs. Lyman F. Narten, II

Narten Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Ohlemacher

Len and Kata Pagon

Mr. Richard and Mrs. Judith Parke

Kathy and Jim Pender

Mr. Tim Peters

Joan Pfingsten

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Pisczak

Charlie and Sue Robinson

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Rorimer

Mrs. Carol Sheldon

Reginald and Lynn Shiverick 

          Foundation

Mr. Jason Sleyter

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Smith

Emily and Saul Stephens

Mr. Mark Stevens

TurtleCon Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Walden

William M. Weber

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Weiner

Mr. Raymond Lesser and  

          Ms. Susan Wolpert

The Wolpert Fund

 
PARTNER 
$500–$999
Anonymous (8)

Harry and Yvonne Allen

Mr. Allen R. Altfater

Jack and Arlene Barthels

Chuck and Karen Bauernschmidt

Dr. Christopher Bazzoli

Christopher M. Bazzoli M.D. 

          Charitable Fund

Marianne and Christian Bernadotte

Mr. Jack Blackwell

Pamela Blake

Rob and Peg Bobel

Mr. Peter Bode

Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Bole

Polly Peters and Ronald Bottrell

Matt Bowes

Mrs. Kathy Browning Ceicys  

          and Dr. Victor Ceicys

Krista Budd

Jane C. Busch

J.C. and Helen Rankin Butler

The Carlson Family Fund

 

Emily Chien

Cleveland Museum of  

          Natural History - CMNH

Stella and Geoff Dilik

Danielle Doza

Mr. and Mrs. Mark J. Druckenbrod

Mr. Larry and Mrs. Arlene Dunn

Mr. Scott Eddowes

John M. and Jane N. Ferguson 

          Agricultural Fund

Jason Fernandez

Barbara Forslund and  

          Robert Fedor, Sr.

Charles Forthofer

Michael Frank

Mr. and Mrs. Alan R. Frasz

Mr. and Mrs. John Frederick

Karen and Rob Galloway

The Galloway Family Fund

The Garden Club of Cleveland

Mr. and Mrs. William Gardner

Ann and Scott Garson

Scott and Ann Garson Donor 

          Advised Fund

Don and Nancy Germano 

          Charitable Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Don J. Germano

The Goodyear Tire & Rubber 

          Company

Greater Cleveland Partnership

Laurel Gress

Pam Heinen Haag

Jon and Roberta Hardacre 

          Charitable Trust

Mrs. Jon A. Hardacre

David and Sharon Herzer

Hodari Fernandez, LLC

Maxine W. Houck

Claudia Hoyen

Mr. Jerry Huber

Jeffrey Hyde

Mrs. Mary S. Keane

George Keller

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Kemper

Kendal at Oberlin Residents 

          Association

Ms. Nancy Kepner

Woods King, IV

George and Susan Klein

Mr. James Koch

Kay M. Kritzer

Mrs. Kay M. Kritzer Giving Fund

Mr. Randolph Krizmanich

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Kuipers

The Kuipers Family Annual  

          Giving Fund

Victoria Mills and Charlie Lafave

Sue and Terry Lang

Sue & Terry Lang Charitable  

          Gift Fund

Mrs. Susan Lapine

Tim LaRiche

Holly Latteman

Judy Laushman

Bill Lipscomb

The William S. Lipscomb Fund

Mr. Thomas H. Lopez and  

          Ms. Holly Handman-Lopez

Mr. Jeff Massey

Michael and Christine McGuire

Ms. Tania Menesse

Midwest Native Plant Society, Inc

John and Laura Milgram

Mr. Robert Monchein

Mr. John Monroe

Elizabeth S. Morris Giving Account

Mr. and Mrs. Warren Morris

John Mueller

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen T. Murphy

The Nature Conservancy in Ohio

Charlene and Marv Nevans

Mr. James Nordell

Nicholas Nordell

Mrs. Margaret B. Ocepek

Mr. Kevin O'Donnell

Ohio Division of Wildlife - Columbus

Bob Owen

Richard and Cheri Pace

Barb and Dave Partington

Nancy and Jim Patterson

Frances and Lemoine Peart  

          Family Fund

Mr. Todd D. Peter and Dr. Lydia 

          Furman Peter

Todd and Lydia Peter  

          Charitable Fund

Mr. Douglas R. Petersen

Kate Pilacky and David DiTullio

Mr. Philip L. Pritchett

Chuck Rainger

Mr. and Mrs. Claiborne R. Rankin

The Clara T. Rankin  

          Charitable Fund

Mrs. Alfred M. Rankin Sr.

Mr. Robert C. Reed, Jr.

Ms. Deborah Riley

River Dental Arts

Matt and Meghan Roddy

Thomas and Nancy Rodgers

Mrs. JoAnn C. Rogers

James and Laurie Rokakis
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Mr. Larry Rosche

Adrian Rule

Richard and Tamara Rynearson

John Sabin

Save Ohio Bees

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Schachat

Mr. Frank Schultz

Mrs. Meredith Seikel

David and Amy Shaper

Dr. Scott Shorten and  

          Dr. Michele Hatherill

Sue and Bruce Simonson

Mr. Greg Singer

Naomi G. and Edwin Z. Singer 

          Family Fund

Ms. Ann Sords

Mrs. Elizabeth Spencer

Barbara Starre

STERIS Corporation

Mr. and Mrs. George M. Stevens

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Tabor

Xanthe Tabor

Mrs. Shirley Taylor

Gina Trebilcock

University School

Mr. Thomas V. Vail Jr.

Joshua R. Weil Search for  

          Meaning Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Weil, Jr.

Tim and Elene West

Mr. William N. West and Ms. 

Annerose Zorn-West

Allayne & Douglas Wick 

          Foundation

Margaret and Loyal Wilson

Reid and Gail Wood

The Reid and Gail Wood Fund

Cindy Woodward

Dr. Emily Zeisler

 
SUPPORTER 
$250–$499
Anonymous (7)

Raj, Karen and Sonia Aggarwal

Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey G. Andrews

Judith Appleton

Avonlea Gardens & Inn LLC

Robert and Ingrid Bahler

Bill and Dee Belew

Ed and Mary Benzel

David H. Benzing and  

          Linda Grashoff

Irving and Audrey Bergrin

Beaux Berkeley

Biodiversity Landscape Design  

        & Nursery Sales Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. James K. Bissell

Charles and Christy Bittenbender

Renee and Juliano Boronka

Ann M. Bugeda

Ms. Christine F. Burke

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Burkey

Ms. Lydia Burrell

Mr. Richard H. Busch

Stephanie Byrne

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Campana

Christina Capadona-Schmitz

Charles Carr

Liajuana Clark

Cokianna LLC

Eugene L. Cox

Mary Hall Crawford

Julie Creed

Benjamin Cross

Claude and Mary Cuchna

Bob and Bobbie Davis

Dawson Family Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David Dawson

Josh Deemer

Randall A. Derror

Linda and Ken Dery

Ms. Catherine Donaghy

Eileen Dray-Bardon

Mr. James M. Drozdowski

S. Stuart Eilers

Mr. John Erfle

Ms. Jennifer Evans

Ernie Farabaugh

Rev. Mark and Margee Frey

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Frisbie

Full Scale Fitness LLC

Krista and Josh Futrel

Sally M. Gamauf

Barbara & John Gardner

Dawn Gerlica

Charles E. Gibson

Paul Gierosky

Mr. Kurt Gildenmeister and  

          Ms. Liz Slife

Fran and Joyce Gottron

Susan and Chris Grant

Ms. Jennifer Grieser

Matt Guthrie

Randall Haar

Auditor of Hamilton County

Mr. Andy Hanson

Marti and Mike Hardy

Michael Hardy and Martha Hardy   

          Donor Advised Fund

Mary L. Haskins

Trey Hedrick

Mr. David Hertz and  

          Ms. Mary Ellen Warden

Mike and Theresa Hootman

Richard Horvitz

Richard Horvitz and Erica 

          Hartman-Horvitz Foundation

Nancy Howell

Dr. J. Harry and  

          Mrs. Kathleen Isaacson

Steven Izen and  

          Susannah Muskovitz

Mr. and Mrs. Peter G. Jacobson

David Carroll Johnson

Susan Kent and Benjamin Sperry

Dr. Keith Kerman and 

          Dr. Deborah Leizman

Kerman-Leizman Family 

          Charitable Fund

Sarah Kitson and Tim Eyerdom

Larry and Cassie Korland

Gary Kornblith and Carol Lasser 

Kornblith & Lasser Family Fund 

          of the Jewish Communal Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Krosse

Dick and Libby Larrabee

Aaron Michael Laver

Leaves for Wildlife LLC

Mr. Ricardo León

Jim Leslie

Fred Losi

Dr. Joseph MacDonald

George and Sonja Maier 

          Family Trust

Mr. and Mrs. George R. Maier

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Marabito

Richard and Polly Marabito Fund

Kevin and Sheila Margolis

Ms. Gale Martin

Mr. and Mrs. Ernie McDaniel

Stacey McVey

Meadow City Native Plant Nursery  

          (Meadow City LLC)

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mele

Mr. and Mrs. Zachary Mikrut

Munson Township

Kevin Nemer

Mr. Gary Nemeth and  

          Ms. Gail Jones-Nemeth

New Vista Enterprises

Ms. Marianne Nolan

Brenda and Ben Norton

Ron and Karen Novak

Michael and Susan O'Connor

O'Connor Giving Fund

Steve and Faith Osborn

Gina Owen

PACS Donor Advised Fund

Mr. and Mrs. David Peereboom

Kim and Paul Pesses Family 

Philanthropic Fund

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Pesses

Megan Philpott and Lotus Wittkopf

Tom Pilacky

Dan and Andrea Pollock

PPG Industries Foundation

Protect Geauga Parks

Michael Reagan and 

          Karen Lenehan

Ms. Dorothy Reichenbach

John Rode

Mr. John S. Rodewig

Ms. Linda Rogers Sloan

Steven Rosen

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas F. Ryan

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Schilstra

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Schmidt

Joseph Schreiber

Gary Schuster

Andrea Schwartz

Ms. Julie Slater

Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Smith

Mary Kay and David Snyder

Forrest Stanley and Nora Nemec

Mr. Chris Steele and 

          Ms. Anne Donaghy

Mr. Thomas Steidl

Ms. Joan Steidl and 

          Ms. Nancy Logan

Robert O. Stephens

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Straffon

Greg Studen

Mark Sutherland

Janet Takeyama

Elizabeth W. Tone

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Tucholsky

Mr. and Mrs. William VerDuin

Karen Wagner

Mr. Larry Walters and 

          Ms. Debra Illes

Paul and Nancy Wellener

Drs. Robert and Margie Wenz

Katie and George White

Christopher Williams

Steven Wojtal and Wendy Kozol

Elizabeth Wollenberg

Kim and Sally Zarney

Mr. and Mrs. Matt Zone

 

*deceased
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ASSOCIATE
$100–$249
Anonymous (28)

Roberta Aber and William D. Rich

Mr. John Abt

Louise Acheson

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Adamus

David Anderson and Joanna 

          Pretz-Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Arona

Avon on the Lake Garden Club

Dean Babcock

Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Bailey

Biff and Patti Baker

Cynthia Bassett

The Bay Village Garden Club

Ms. Linda Bayer

David Beach

Benivo Limited

Mr. Raymond Berg

Scott Berkey

Pamela Berkowitz

Barbara and Sheldon Berns

The Barbara & Sheldon Berns

          Charitable Fund

David and Marla Berns

Mary Bessick

Dan and Nancy Best

Dorothy and Tom Bier

Pat and JoAnn Biliter

Mr. George Blomgren

Page Borger

Ms. Kathleen Bradley

Emily Brock

Dick and Mary Ann Brockett

Michelle Brosius

Madison Brown

Ms. Darlene Brown

Richard and Carolee Brunken

Alex Budin

Robert A. Burge

Ms. Gretchen L. Burmeister

McKenzie Calhoun

Ms. Suzanne Card

Andi and Larry Carlini

Ms. Marilyn Carson

Lisa Casamatta

Eileen Cassidy

Michael Cerullo

Chagrin Valley Beagles

Chagrin Valley Woman's Club

Walt and Cathy Chambers

Ms. Carol Champa

Mr. Gary S. Chottiner and 

          Ms. Anne Poirson

Jennifer Clevinger

Ms. Marsha Coarsey

Kat Cochrane-Yamaguchi

Mr. and Mrs. James Colby

Ann Cole and Bob Smith

Charlie Colitre

Ms. Cynthia H. Comer

Concord Garden Club

Mr. Derrick Cooper

Marcella Keenan Corona

Thomas Cors and April Soule

Margaret Cowin

David Cox

Crawford Park

CRM Companies, Inc

Mary Crowl

Bob and Sue Curtis

Mr. Robert Curtis

Mr. Tomas Curtis

Curts Trees LLC

Alex and Natalie Czayka

Michael and Robin Czayka

John Dalsky

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Dalsky

Mrs. Anne DeConingh

Roderick and Barbara Dibble

Dr. Howard Dickey-White

Mr. and Mrs. David Dix

Dogwood Valley Garden Club

Ms. Heather Doherty

James Donovan

Dragon Philanthropic Fund

Kimberly A. Dudek

Ms. Lynne Dufenetz

Ms. Sarah Dunifon

Thomas Dupee

Eric Durbin

Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Dutsch

Sheila Eckstein

Ms. Diana Eliason

Emerald Necklace Garden Club

Bruce A. Farkas

Sonia Feldman

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond A. Feruski

Mr. Keith W. Filip

Jan and John Fitts

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Ford

Mr. and Mrs. David J. Fratus

Savannah Freeman

Mr. and Mrs. Roger French

Todd B. Fulmer

Chris Funkhouser

Olivia Garas

Garden Club of Ohio

Michael and Kathryn Garvey

Mr. Michael Garvin

Gates Mills Garden Club

JoAnna Gavigan

Marcie B. Gilmore

Mr. Walter Ginn

Anne and Walter Ginn Fund

Glenmede

Nancy and Ted Goble

Seth Greenwald

Mr. Richard L. Greiner

Rich and Mary Ann Greiner Fund

Peter and Joanne Griesinger

Tom and Sara Grimm

Mary Frances Haerr  

          and Kal Zucker

Mr. David Hague

Janice Hall

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hambley

Glenn and Barbara Hanniford

David and Kay Hansford

Ms. Lisa Hanson

Suzanne Hartford

Peter and Judy Harvan

Rick Hawksley and Joan Inderhees

Barbara Hawley

Ms. Rosalie Hendon

Ms. Nora Hiland

William and Jane Hill

Mr. and Mrs. Rob Hipskind

Historic Gateway 

          Neighborhood Corp

Kari Horn

Bruce and Nannette Horvath

John Howard

Jerry and Patty Hridel

Valerie Huels

Bonnie Isaac

Susan and Stanley Jaros

John Jaworski

Ms. Kathryn Jensen

Mr. David C. Johansson

Brandon Johnson

Mr. Thomas A. Jorgensen

Ms. Susan Joslin

Jukebox

Kirk Kavanaugh

Carolyn P. Kelly (Mrs. Michael)

Bill and Marian Kennelly

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Kermode

Ms. Mary Kirsch

Abbie and Jonathan Klein

Paul and Cathy Knoop

Ron and Paula Koenig

Dr. and Mrs. James Kotapish

Carol Kralik

Robert and Brenda Kunkel

Sally Lang

Mr. Robert Lange

Timothy Lavey

Kimberly Lessman

Peter Leyton

Nickolas and Kelly Licata

Mr. Gregory Lipps

Terri and Randy Litchfield

Nancy London and John Petersen

Joan Long

David and Stephanie Lowe

Judy Lucas

Kyle Maloney

Tom Manahan

Jay and Arlene Mann

Anne V. Martin

Mr. William Marting

Mr. John V. Martonchik

Ms. Nicole Visconsi Mawby

Mayfield Village Garden Club

Mr. and Mrs. Charles McClure

Chuck and Becky McClure 

          Charitable Gift Fund

Keith McCrae and Katie 

          Emerson Davis

Ms. Joan McDermitt

Andy and Jennifer McDowell

Joseph and Bev McGlamery

Jim McKenzie and 

          Chris Larson-McKenzie

John McLane

Ms. Victoria McMillan

Victoria M. McMillan 

          Charitable Fund

Dr. and Mrs. Paul Mechling

Brenda Meese

Gretchen Meier

Amanda Meitz

Joe Mersnik

Barbara and Kenneth 

          Messinger-Rapport

Mr. and Mrs. Chris Meyer

Drs. Edward and Linda Miller

Edward D. Miller, M.D. Fund

Leah Miller

Lee and Linda Miller

Levi Miller

Mr. Albert A. Miller

Ms. Penny Milmine

MK Corona LLC

David Morrow

Mr. Peter V. Mortensen

Linda and Jan Moskowitz

Mr. Richard L. Mueller
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The Murfey Family

Mr. James Murley

Ms. Melissa Muth

Ms. Beth Nagusky

Stuart and Cynthia Campbell Nairn

Nature Spark LLC

Mr. Robert Neiderman

Mr. and Mrs. John Nettleton

Paul A. Neundorfer

Mrs. Michele Nichols

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Noice

Mary E. Nourse

OPN Seed

Rick and Debbie Oprzadek

Mr. Randy Over

John E. Pais

Mr. Paul Palagyi and  

          Ms. Joy Mulinex

Ms. Susan Palmieri

William Pape and  

          Kimberly Starbuck

Tom and Sally Pate

Kathryn K. Petersen

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Pope

Dan and Jamie Porter

Frederick and Katherine Porter

Barbara and Ken Prince

Drs. Steven and Julia Radwany

Herb and Mary Alice Ramerman

Mrs. Anne Randall

Bruce Rankin

Mr. Thomas Rapini

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Reardon

Pauline Reimer

Mary and George Remington

Rodger Ressa

Donna Reynolds

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Reyzis

Jeanne Rhinehart

Mr. and Mrs. Earl D. Rickabaugh

Georgianna Roberts

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Robison

Bruce and Judith Robson

Dick* and Marilyn Roddie

David and Carol Rollins

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Rook

Ms. Julianne Roseman

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Rosskamm

Terrence and Carole Rounds

Ms. Pamela R. Rupert

Brandon Ruud

Dr. Joel Saltzman

Mr. and Mrs. Randall Sanders

Mr. and Mrs. Nelson L. Sanger

Ms. Susanne Schambs*

Paul, Mary Lynn & 

          Newsome Schambs 

Katherine Schneider

Glenn Schreiber

Diane Schrimpf

Mr. Eric J. Schultz

Paul and Christine Schweigert

Scioto Gardens Ventures, LLC

Jeff and Heather Scott

Mark Scott

Tom and Tracy Seifert

Mrs. Judith Semroc

Eric and Cynthia Severs

Ms. Diana Shaheen

Mr. John F. Shelley

Ms. Lea Sheptak

Steve Slack

Kelton G. Slane

Kelton G. Slane Charitable Fund

Jason Smith

Kenneth and Lauren Smith

Mr. and Mrs. Kempton Smith

Mr. Doug Smith

Mrs. Lynn Sniderman

Jen Snyder

Solid Ground Consulting

Scott Sonnenberg

Terry Speer and Deborah Banyas

Ms. Dolly V. Stamat

Linda S. Standish

Tom and Carole Stanley

John Starcher and Holly Gast

Nora Steele

Mr. David Steiger

Rita Stevens

Ms. Kristen M. Stillwell

George and Daryl Stouffer

Tod Stuessy

Ms. Helen Stutzenberger

Cinda Stutzman

Tim and Joanne Sullivan

Mrs. Cheryl Swackhamer

Susan Swisher

Ethan Tabor

Mr. and Mrs. Homer S. Taft

Mr. Richard Tashjian

Carol Tevis

James M. Tighe

Kenneth and Jan Tkach

Melanie Todd

Ms. Jean Toombs

Mr. H. Gene Toot

Ms. Carolyn Toth

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis J. Toth

Mr. Patrick Toth

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Ullman

Curt and Barbara VanBlarcum

Ms. Mary Vidmar

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Vinciquerra

The Honorable and 

          Mrs. William F. B. Vodrey

Heidi Vonstein

Anne and Ed Wardwell

Ms. Wendy Wasman

Kevin and Sue Weidenbaum

Gary and Kris Welch

Mr. Jonathan White

Betsey and George Wick

Martin Wieczorek, MD 

          and Nancy Cossler, MD

Craig and Karen Wilde

Frances Williams

Jeff and Deb Williams

Chris Wolf

Marc and Cindy Wolf

Marc and Cindy Wolf 

          Charitable Fund

Duane Wolff

Ms. Deborah Wolterman

Margo and Alec Works

Mr. Christopher Wozniak and Ms. 

Susan Strauss

Mia Yeager

Stan and Gayle Young

Nitzan Yudan

Dr. James Zins and  

          Dr. Cynthia Kavouksorian

 
FRIENDS 
$99 and under
Anonymous (13)

Christa Jo Abood

Carol Abrahamzon

Paul Adams

Carol Agnew

Gayle Albers

Michael Albert

ABC Hiram College Alumni

Jennifer Allen

Eileen Althoff

Tammy Alverson

Laurie Anderson

Margaret Andros

Josh Angelini

Mary Ann

Robert Antibus

Kathy Apotsos

Linda and Bo Arbogast

Andrea Arriaga

Mrs. Sandy Ashcroft

Maria Asher

Mr. John Augustine

Ashley Austin

Andrea Avers

Victoria Avi

Rose Marie Baab

Mr. Daniel Baechle

John Baird

Ms. Hannah Baldwin

Alison Ball

Ms. Marité Ball

Amanda Barabas

Janell Baran

Caroline Barni

Elise Bartelme

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Bartlett

Christy Bartley

Amy Bartter

B. Michael Baruschke and  

          Denise Huck

Tyler Bassett

Kenneth Bates

Melissa Bennett

Robert Bergstein

Linda and Ralph Berry

Brody Betsch

Beth Biggins-Ramer

Ann Marie Bill

Mayor Jacqueline A. Bird

David and Connie Blackman

Barbara Bloetscher

Mr. James W. Blum

Jerry Boeckman

Maureen Bogdanski

Mr. and Mrs. David T. Boich

Megan Bolte

Benjamin Bomlitz

Mr. and Mrs. Seth Bonnell

Miranda Borden

Bill Bowen

Marcele Bowen

Kathie Bowers

Kayla Bowyer

Jennifer Bracken

Johanne V. Bradd

Colleen Brady

Timothy Breidenstein

Bridget Bridget

Heidi Brierley

Trude Brinley

Ms. Carol Brown

Denise Brown

Barbara J. Bruer

Dr. and Mrs. William E. Bruner, II

*deceased
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Kathy Bruns

Anthony and Wendy Bruzas

Rick Bryan

Frank and Leslie Buck

Stephanie Budd

Maria Burger

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Burkhart

Don and Martha Burrows

Liza Butler

Vickie Byrne

Krista Cabrera

Barb Cagley

William Cameron

Carlynn Canny

Kelly Capuzzi

Amy Carter

Angela Carter

Kari Carter

Malea Casey

Alexandrea Casile

Linda Cekada

Mary Michelle Chapman

Sylvia Christian

Grace Ciptak

Alison Circle

Anita Stoll and Pete Clapham

Rowan Coburn-Griffis

Kathleen Colan

Alex Colosimo

Sarah Colston

Gary Conley

Sheila Cooley

Suzanne Cooper

Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Corbett

Abby Costilow and Kellie Docherty

Ms. Christine Cowen

Carrie Jean Cox

Mr. Michael Crackel

Diana Cyganovich

Dillon Dalton

Mr. and Mrs. John B. Davidson

Ms. Ileen Davidson

Diane Davis

Erin Davis

Melissa Davis

Megan Dean

Rebecca DeBolt

Mark DeBrock

Mr. Robert Dehoff

Ms. Joan DeLauro

Stephanie Demyan

Kara DePaul

Ms. Cynthia Dettelbach

Turo Dexter

Ms. Deborah Dey

Diane DeYonker

Tony DiNovo

Joseph and Katie Dolan

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Donaldson

Ms. Wendy Donkin and Tom Zak

Mary Donnellan

Patti Donnellan

Kathleen Dorsey

Lynn Breckenridge Doskocil

Deb Dougherty

Heather Dougherty

Debbie Downes

Ted and Julie Downie

Lee C. Drickamer

Heather Drouin

Robert Dudley

Mr. Garrett Duktig

Judith Dumke

Warren Dunegan

Mr. Charles D. Dunfee

Mr. Troy Dunn

Mr. and Mrs. Keymah Durden

Ms. Emily Eby

Dr. Robert Eckardt

Mr. Jon Eckerle

John and Anne Elder

Jacob Eldridge

Ms. Lauren Elliott

Lisa Ellis

Natalie Elwell

Connie Emerson

Mrs. Barbara Erdelack

Cheryl Erwin

Hugh and Elizabeth Erwin Jr.

Shaunessy Everett

Sarah Faber

Mr. and Mrs. Todd P. Federman

Dr. John and Dr. Elizabeth Feighan

Angela Fentress

Christine Ferlinc

Taryn Ferraccio

Gloria Ferris

Emily Finch

Jennifer Finfera

Mr. Bill Fisher

McKenna Fitzgerald

Mike FitzGibbon

Evan and Jill Fleisher

Chris Fleming

Charles Fletcher

Val Flors

David V. Foos

Four Corners Garden Club

Kathy Francway-Stevens and 

          Edward Stevens

Mr. and Mrs. Scott H. Frantz

John Freudenstein

Greg Fuller

Ms. Linda Fussi

Megan Galaida

Marie Gallo

Alyssa Galusha

Trifon Ganotis

Mr. James Ganson

Brian Gara

Mr. Richard Gardner

Bob Garrity

Richelle Gatto

Janice Geho

Ms. Denise Gehring

Amy Gentry

Genevieve Germaniuk

Natalie Gertz-Young

Ms. Carolyn Giaimo

Brian Gibbons

Mr. Andrew Gibson

Melissa Gietzen and Adam Komar

Julia Glandorff

Taylor Gleaves

Robert Glotzhober

Michelle Goodman

Mr. and Mrs. Terrance J. Gorges

Mrs. Denise Grcevich

Greg Greco

Matthew and Samantha Greenfield

Maureen Greeved

Janet Gremba

Ms. Penny L. Gretsinger

Jess Grim

Amy Grom

Andrea Groves

Joyce Gruss

Lois Gschwender

Joshua Guy

Jeffrey Hagman

Bruce Hain

Deborah Haisley

Ms. Stevie Halverstadt

Mrs. Kathryn Hanratty

Amelia Harris

Megan Hart

Emma Harvey

Andrew Haugh

Constance Hausman

Wendy Hawbaker

Ms. Nadine Hawkins

Jeff Haynes

Mr. William Hayward

Dr. Nathaniel Hedrick

Kathy Heinz

Jean Heller

Kate Henman

Erin Henson

Ms. Diane T. Herendeen

Catherine Herms

Timothy Herron, MD

Skip Heston

Heidi Hetzel-Evans

Patricia Higgins

Ms. Jennifer Hillmer

Stephen Hinton

Therese Hlad and  

          Evelyn Lindenmaier

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Hoffbauer

Beth Hoffman

Ms. Monica Hoffmann

Julie Hogan

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hollis

Bruce Hoover

Anne Houdek

John and Susan Hric

Josiah Hull

Ms. Madeline Hunt

Robert Hutchison

Edward H. Innocenzi

Babs Janko

Mr. Travis Jeric

Gay and Gideon Johnson

Jeff Johnson

David and Janice Jones

Desia Ally Joseph

Grace Juergens

Zac Justus

Mr. Steve Kammer

Dennis Keating and Kay Martin

Dr. and Mrs. Richard R. Keller

Ms. Carol Kelly

Scott Kenreich

Megan Keyser

Annabel Khouri

Mr. Philip Kidd

Mr. Walter Kiekhaefer

Ms. Jan L. Kiess

Linda Kimmy

Marilyn Kircher

Will Kirchner

Lydia Kisley

Wendy and Al Klauss

Robert Klips

Katherine Kloecker

Debra Knapke

Mary and Kenneth Kobelt

Laurie Kogovsek

Mr. Gary B. Koltnow

Bob and Trish Kosik
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Margaret Kowalsky

Ms. Anna Kozlenko

Ms. Paula Kramer

Stephen Krueger

Kristi Krumlauf

Lindsey Krusling

Leah Kubiak

Roy Kulow

Gretchen Kumlien

Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Gerhard Kunze

Aaron Kwolek

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Labus

Ms. Kathryn Lad

Patty and Jim Lafontaine

Julie LaForge

Edward Lagucki

Matt Lamoreaux

Kim Landsbergen

Francisco Lao

Jules Lapp

Joshua Layne

Heather Lazar

Mr. and Mrs. Elliot P. Legow

Ms. Cathi Lehn

Lindsay Leightner

Kelli Leis

Bernadette Lemak

Lisa Lesner

Ms. Mary Lineberger

Thomas Linkous

Tara Littlefield

Leah Livermore

Mr. John Loftus

Mr. David Longfellow

Brodie Longo

Chris Lotenero

Mr. and Mrs. Frank P. Loucka

Ms. Betsey Luce

Mr. and Mrs. Steve P. Lull

Cory Luzar

Jeanne and Michael Mackay

Janet MacKenzie

Mr. Michael F. Malloy

Elizabeth and Lane Manning

Mr. Jeffrey B. Marks

Marina Márquez

Deb Marsh

Devon Marti

Katharin Mason-Wolf

Ms. Tory Mateo

Elly and Gerry Matisoff

Raeley Maxwell

Mary May

Martin McAllister

Jim McCormac

Amanda McCoy

Bill and Debbie McFadden

Mitchell McGreal

Sarah McInerney

Mr. Steven McKee

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. McKenna

Mary McMunn

Mary Mcnamara

Mr. Anthony Mealy

Mr. Daniel Meaney

Patrick Means

Nicole and Eric Meli

Alan and Mary Melnyk

Ms. Karen Menard

Krista Mershimer

Ken Mettler

Ms. Carol Metz

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Michaelis

Helen Michaels

Gary M. Mietty and Janet A. Mann

Nick Mikash

Peter Mikolaj

Kendra Millam

Adessa Miller

Catherine Miller

Donna Miller

Katie Miller

Alyssa Mills 

Mindfair Books

Marcus Moan

Ms. Judy Mog

Judy Mohan

Lori Molesky

Kaitlin Montag

Autumn Moore

Mr. and Mrs. James Moore

Shirley Moore

Susan Moore

Mr. Thomas Morley

Mr. and Mrs. George G. Morris, Jr.

Jodi Morrison

Ms. Carolyn Morrow

Diana Morse

Belinda Mortensen

Jen Morton

Mrs. Sophia S. Morton

Ms. Pauline Munk

Jennifer Neil

Natalia Nekrasova

Marianna Nesterenko

Susan Netzly-Watkins

Penny Niday

Mr. William J. Northup

Joyce and Dale Norton

Ms. Debra Nyikes

Jann Offutt

Malaren O'Leary

Ann Oliver

Megan Osika

Elisabeth Oster

Kristin Oswick

Lynette Overholser

James Palus

Dan Parratt

Ms. Kristin Parrish

Kim Parry

Rebecca Parry

Heidi Paul

Kevin Payne

Ms. Marci Pearl

Jess Peirson

Emily Pellegrini

Kevin Peterca

Jana Peterson

Ryan Phile

Sherri Phillips

Ronald A. and Barbara A. Pierre

Nathanael Pilla

Terrell and Susan Pim

Ms. Margaret Planton

Ms. Tara Poling

Steve Pollick

Diana Pollock

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Pope

Ms. Jeanne Poremski

Denise Porter

Mr. Robert J. Povirk and  

          Mrs. Mateja Borec-Povirk

Craig Powell

Ms. Maria Powers

Isabel Powis

Dale and Kim Preston

Ms. Jeanne Prictor

Mrs. Carolyn Princic

Allen Proctor and Gail Walter

Ms. Lisa Rainsong

Michael Rastatter

Ms. Sharon Rebmann

Mr. Don T. Reeves

Kathy Remias

Tony Reznicek

Kevin and Diane Rhodes

Ms. Margaret Rhynard

Lauren Richards

Anne Richman

Mark Rickey

Ms. Barbara Ro

Mr. Isaac Robb

David J. Roberston

Emily Robertson

Cori Rockefeller

Lara Roketenetz

Jan Roller

Tom Rooney

Mr. Roy Rosenhamer

Bill Roshak

Ms. Judith Ross

Jeremiah Roth

Ms. Vera Roussey

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Russell

Mr. and Mrs. Edward  

          W. Rybka, Esq.

Marcia Sachs

Ms. Kelly Samardak

Gail Santner

Kathy and Dan Saul

David and Judith Scaife

Sandra Schaadt

Allison Schaefer

Mr. Dale Schaefer

Ms. Jane Schaefer

Sara Schiffbauer

Keith Schilstra

Susan Schmidt

Cora Schmucker

Sharon Schnall and R. Drew Sellers

Greg Schneider

Ryan Schroeder

Denise Schultz

Ms. Elizabeth Schultz

Bill Schumacher

Josh Scott

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Scott

Jeff Selerowski

Pat Serio

Debra Shankland

Ms. Allie Shapero

Larry Sherer

Don Shipley

Craig and Elizabeth Shoemaker

Olga Shostachuk

Angela Shuckahosee

Bonnie Sikes

Dimitri Simcox

Steve Simmons

Sue Simon

G. Michael Skerritt

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Skillicorn

Ms. Amanda Skingel

Bradford Slaughter

James Slyh

Anthony Small

Ms. Karen Smik

Carol Smith

William Smith
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Marc and Betty Snitzer

Andrew Snyder

Ruth Snyder

Neal Sollan

Mr. Richard Sones

Kate Sopko

Sophia Sorboro

Deb Southard

William and Gwen Spicuzza

Lauren Spisak

Carol Spitzer

Ariane Sroubek

Steven St. Martin

Samuel Stachler

Katharyne Starinsky

Samuel Staschiak

Fred Steck

Sonya Steckler

Mr. and Mrs. John T. Steinback

Peter Steiner

Brion Stenger

Jack Stenger

Colin Stewart

Jacqueline Stringer

Connie Strobbe

Kaitlyn Sturgeon

Melissa Sturges

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Sugar

Dave Suydam

Merry Tapp

Brennon Teeter

Nikki Tempus

Luke Thies

Mr. Michael Thomas

Mr. Peter Thomison

Chris Thompson

Mr. Grant Thompson

Jock and Janet Thompson

Mike Toth

Bethany Tull

Carolyn Turner

Mrs. Marilyn Turner

Jennifer Tyner

Geri Unger

Cheryl Vargas

Ms. Sandy Varndell

Ms. Marianne Vest

Karen Veve

Donald Vicarel

Chris Vild

Paul Vincent and Kathy Presciano

Mr. and Mrs. Scott C. Wachter

Miranda Wacker

Heather Wade

Catalina Wagers

Ellenmarie Wahlrab

Mr. and Mrs. William Walker

Mark Warman

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Webster

Mrs. Paula G. Webster

Diane Weeks

Ms. Allison Welch

Madeline Wellman

Susan Wheeler

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Whitehouse

Liam Whiteman

Linda Whitman

David Wiesenberg

Ms. Rebecca Willson

Donna Wilson

Harlan Wilson

Jennifer Wilson

Karen Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Scott R. Wilson

Scott R. Wilson Charitable Fund

Lauren Winfield

Mr. Adam Wohlever

Mandy Wolski

CJ Wood

Corrine Woodworth

Ms. Betsy Worden

Sue Worstall

Clayton Wukich

Janice Yates

Ahdra Young

Ms. Judith Zala

Kim Zehner

Peggy Zone

Trevor Zook

CIRCLE OF GIVING
(Monthly Giving Program)
Anonymous (2) 

Jack and Arlene Barthels

Matt Bowes

Yvonne and Steve Burke

Emily Chien

Stephen Claybaker

Mr. Richard D. Cochran and  

          Dr. Jennifer Cochran

David Cox

Stella and Geoff Dilik

Ms. Sarah Dunifon

Scott Eddowes

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Frisbie

Rick Hawksley and Joan Inderhees

Mr. J. Jeffrey Holland and  

          Ms. Marjorie Muirden

Sarah Kitson and Tim Eyerdom

Dr. and Mrs. James Kotapish

Joan Long

Mr. Zachary and  

          Mrs. Samantha Mikrut

Ms. Beth Nagusky

Bob Owen

Isaac Robb

Dina Schoonmaker

Ms. Lea Sheptak

Neal Sollan

Mr. Richard Sones

Ethan Tabor

Donald Vicarel

 
 
IN HONOR OF
Dr. Donald Althoff

          Eileen Althoff

Dot Bambach

          Chagrin Valley Woman's Club

Sarah Blair

          Mitchell Blair

Renee Boronka

          Deborah Dey

Phyllis and Ken Bravo's Anniversary

          Steph, Steven and  

          Pam Berkowitz

Al Cadesky

          Marc and Cindy Wolf

Brian Coughlin's Birthday

          Julie Creed

Chuck, Bea and Tim DelPapa

          Diana and Brian Taussig

Paul and Susannah Doman

          Katy and Dave Livingston

Dr. Marsha Heinke

          Charles Forthofer

Elizabeth Hunt

          JoAnna Gavigan 

Brian and Cathy Humphrey's  

          50th Anniversary

          Dave and Janice Jones

Dale and Kathy Laporte

          Martha Jane Romp

Kathy Leavenworth

          Mary Frances Haerr and  

          Kal Zucker

John and Cathy Maylish

          Laurie Kogovsek

Pete McDonald

          Barb and Dave Partington

          Protect Geauga Parks

Edward F. Meyers

          Protect Geauga Parks

 

Halley Moore

          Jim Brown and Heather Moore

Oberlin Preserve

          Susan and David Cannon

Claire and Tony Paskevich

          Toddy and Jim McMonagle

Kate Pilacky

          Linda Arbogast

          Catharina M. Caldwell

Kate Pilacky and David Ditullio

          Anonymous

Kristen Pool

          ASD Crew

Luke and Danielle Schwan

          Anonymous

Thomas Sheldon's Birthday

           Carol Sheldon

Michael Tabor

          Xanthe Tabor

Ken Vinciquerra

          Louise Acheson

Julie Visconsi

          Nicole Mawby

          Anthoni Visconsi II

Judy Williams

          The Williams Family

 
IN MEMORY OF
Gerald Berrier

          Michael and Robin Czayka

Richard, Viola and Peter Blount

          John M. Kemper

Thomas Chema

          Anonymous (2)

          Biff and Patti Baker

          CRM Companies, Inc.

          Robert Dehoff

          Dr. Robert Eckardt

          Janice Hall

          Historic Gateway 

          Neighborhood Corp

          George Joseph Keller

          Kathy K. Leavenworth

          Peter Leyton

          Kyle Maloney

          Tom Manahan 

          Toddy and Jim McMonagle

          Lori and Scott Russell

          Thomas and Diane Tyrrell

George Chrin

          Laurie Rokakis

Alice Christine Demming

          Linda Bayer
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Dr. Lawrence Forthofer

          John F. Erfle DMV

          Dr. Marsha Heinke

Janet Franklin Foster

          Charlene and Marv Nevans

John Gillette

          Sarah Gardner

Jeff Gingerich

          Donna Wilson

Phyllis Haehn

          Jan Lianos Kiess

Martha Helms Johnson

          David Carroll Johnson

Alfred M. Lee

          Kathleen Bradley

Delbert LeMond

          Ruth Snyder

Carol K. Lillich

          Daniel and Carol Fishwick

          Bill and Marian Kennelly

          Thomas and Barbara Scott

          William Smith

          Mark Sutherland

Karen Longo DVM

          Bob Scott

David N. McDowell

          Esther McDowell  

          and Chris Yochens

Lauren Medaglia

          Emily Brock

Stephen C. Morris

          Glenmede

          Linda and Lawrence Hatch

          Sunnie and Peter Hellman

          Kathy and Dale LaPorte

          Betsi and Warren Morris

          John Mueller

          The Murfey Family

          Martin Pope

          Georgianna Roberts

          Kyla and Mitchell Schneider

          Frances Williams

James W. Nichols, Jr.

          Michele Nichols

Bill and Betty Pape

          William Kevin Pape

Don and Janet Peters

          Ron and Polly Bottrell

Clara T. Rankin

          Kathleen K. Leavenworth

          Tom and Peg Mayor

          Betsi and Warren Morris

Alison Ricker

          Judy Laushman

          John Sabin

Joel "Porridge" Robb

          Richard and Jennifer Cochran

Skylar Raine Schambs

          Stella and Geoff Dilik

          Linda and Lawrence Hatch

          Kevin and Alexandra Kermode

          Sean and Julie Nolan

          Faith Pescatore

          Paul, Mary Lynn &  

                    Newsome Schambs 

          Susanne K. Schambs

          Saul and Emily Stephens

          Ann West

          Elizabeth Wollenberg

Florence Schucker

          Renee Boronka

          Sylvia Christian

          Denise Grcevich

          Kim Parry

Dylan Sheneman

          Gina Owen

Myrna C. Spira

          Scott Berkey

          Bob and Sue Curtis

          Barbara & John Gardner

          Barbara and Alan Rosskamm

          Kyla and Mitchell Schneider

James Strock

          Diane Vanden Dorpel

Charles Edward "Chick" Swingle 

          Dale Schaefer

Bill Warden

          Mary Ellen Warden  

          and David Hertz

Mary Weber

          Anonymous

Elizabeth Weinstock

          Dina Schoonmaker

Mary Lou Williams

          Jeff and Deb Williams

Chuck and Millie Zicari

          Gina Owen

 
 
IN KIND
Good Nature Organic Lawn Care

Alex McClennan

Karen and Mark Langan

Bob Salmen

Sugar Pines Farm

 

 
 
 

MATCHING COMPANIES
Sherwin Williams

STERIS Corporation

YourCause

 
PUBLIC FUNDERS
Cuyahoga County

Forest Service International Foundation

Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District

National Fish and Wildlife 

          Foundation

Ohio Department of  

          Natural Resources

Ohio Department of Natural 

          Resources - Division of Forestry

Ohio Department of Natural           

          Resources - Office of  

          Coastal Management

Ohio Environmental Protection 

          Agency

Ohio Public Works Commission

US Department of Agriculture

US Department of Agriculture - 

          Natural Resources Conservation Service

US Department of Health  

          and Human Services

US Environmental Protection 

          Agency

US Fish and Wildlife Service

US Forest Service

 

The names listed reflect donations received 

during the fiscal year 2025 annual report  
period of July 1, 2024–June 30, 2025.

We apologize for any omissions. If your name  
has been omitted or listed incorrectly,  
please contact Gina Owen at 440.528.4150  
or gowen@wrlandconservancy.org. 
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This special group of Land Conservancy 
supporters have made a lasting commitment 
to land protection through a variety of estate-
planning tools, including bequests in a will or trust, 
charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder 
trusts, IRA designations or gifts of life insurance.

 
Members include: 

Anonymous (7)

William G. Abell

Stanley   and Hope   Adelstein

Edward   and Doris   Ahr

Dr. Jay Ankeney   and  Dr. Julie Clayman

George Ayres   Trust

Edward Baker and Anna van Heeckeren

Thomas E. Baker  

Peter and Molly Balunek

Mr. and Mrs. Peter O. Benson

Mr. Richard C. Berg

Larry and Karen Bettcher

Susi Brown

Ms. Jane C. Busch

Susan and David Cannon

Ms. Edith Chase  

Mr. Richard and Dr. Jennifer Cochran

Beau Daane

Marcia Deist

Perry and Mary Doermann

Mr. Othmar Elber  

Louise M. Foster

Richard Foster

Mark Frank

Roger Fuhrmeyer  

John and Barbara Gillette

Laurel Gress

Mark C. Gridley

Dick   and Sue   Grimm

Corinne P. Hadley

Mary Jane Hartwell  

Sam and Kimberly Hartwell

Jeff Holland and Marjorie Muirden

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Hyde

Ferdinand   and Marguerite   Jereb

Charlotte Karson Daiber

Harald Kremer

Kathy K. Leavenworth

John and Carol   Lillich

Elsie Lutman

David and Ellen Mayo

Wayne and Laurel Mazorow

Claire and Sandy McMillan

Bruce Merchant and Sandra Reel

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Mulligan

Nora Lynn Nemec

Hugh   and Gretta   Pallister

Faith E. Pescatore

Dr. George Peterson  

Dr. John B. Peterson  

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Rainger

Mindy and Tim Remington

Mary Anne and Tom Romito

Ricki Lee Roseman

Marc and Nancy Rubin

Richard and Tamara Rynearson

Mrs. Arlene J. Sahr  

Franz   and Beth   Sauerland

Rose Scheeff  

Inga Schmidt and Bruce Linsday

Mitchell and Kyla Schneider

Eleanor Seminik

Virginia Shaw

Jim and Myrna Spira

Ms. Charlotte Stafford  

Herbert J.   and Faith   Swanson

Karin Tanquist and Patrick Coy

Carol Tevis

Jean P. Thompson  

Judith Ann and William Tucholsky

Mr. and Mrs.  John F. Turben

Bill and Cynthia VerDuin

Dr. Barry Walker  

James   and Kathryn   Watterson

Mary   and Bill Weber

Helen Wheeler

Gary and Beverly White

Dick   and Jane   Whitehead

Margaret and Loyal Wilson

Mr. Arthur P. Ziegler, Jr.

 Deceased 

If interested in joining our White Oak Legacy 
Society, please contact us at 440.528.4150.
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BOARD  
 
Nancy Rubin 
Chair

Tim Ryan 
Vice Chair

William C. Mulligan 
Vice Chair

James Spira 
Vice Chair

Sandy McMillan 
Treasurer

Samuel Hartwell 
Treasurer Pro Tempore

Vikki Briggs 
Secretary

Kevin Connor

Mark Corr

Peter Dolan

Ruth Swetland Eppig

Zachary Guren

Pete Hammack

Brooke Hice

Christy Grimm Hill

Ruben Holloway

Richard Hyde

Richard Jeschelnig

Elizabeth B. Juliano

Jake Kuipers

Kathy Leavenworth

John Leech

Ricardo León

Tom Liebhardt

Tania Menesse

Halley Moore

Ellen W. Jones Nordell

Mitchell Schneider

Stefan Strein

Julie Visconsi

Craig Owen White

3850 Chagrin River Road  
Moreland Hills, OH 44022

STAFF 
 
Khalid Ali 
Urban Greenspace Coordinator

Sarah Blakely
Accounting and  
Grant Billing Manager

Renee Boronka
Director of Conservation  
Education & Outreach

Lisa Brown
Manager of Development  
Operations

Robin Christensen
Conservation Project Manager

Rich Cochran
President and  
Chief Executive Officer

Alex Czayka
Chief Conservation Officer

Tim Dehm
Planning and Design Specialist

Stella Dilik
Chief Development Officer

Dale Dunford
Parks and Preserves Manager

Samantha Farabaugh
Carbon Credits Specialist

Krista Futrel
Conservation Paralegal

Jen Giles
Community Forestry Coordinator

Elizabeth Grace
Director of Development

Chynna Ingram
Tree Care Lead Technician

Sadie Jones
Manager of GIS

Emmalee Keep
GIS Technician

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Kelling
Southwest Field Director

Bob Kissling
Vice President of Human Resources

Sarah Kitson 
Land Steward,  
Southern and Western Regions

Gwynnie Kowalski 
Communications and  
Marketing Specialist

Julia Larouche
Grants Manager

Adrian Marti
Urban Field Specialist

Brittany Matejka
Senior Conservation Attorney

Ellen Matlock
Senior Development Officer

Pete McDonald
Director of Land Stewardship

Andy McDowell 
Vice President of  
Western Field Operations

Anna Mitrovich
Tree Care Coordinator

Kami Murry
CRM Administrator

Bob Owen
General Counsel

Gina Owen
Development and  
Office Services Manager

Lisa Owens
Chief Financial Officer

Kate Pilacky
Associate Field Director,  
Firelands

Jacob Pries
Southeast Field Director

 

 

 

 

Megan Quinn
Director of Development

Devon Range
Community Forester

Isaac Robb
Chief Urban Program Officer

Cori Rockefeller
Community Relations Coordinator

Laura Rogant
Bookkeeper

Amy Sargent
Conservation Project Manager

Tom Schreiber
Manager of Community Forestry

Madison Shaheen
Senior Communications  
and Marketing Manager

Chris Szell
Senior Director  
of Conservation Projects

Nate Terhune
Northeast Field Director

Sarah Tillie
Director of Cleveland Tree Coalition

Milan Tropf
Manager of Public Policy

George Warnock
Land Steward, Eastern Region

Krissie Wells
Senior Manager of Urban Projects

Shane Wohlken
Land Steward, Central Region

Matt Zone
Chief Advocacy Officer
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